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Disclaimer 
The RiverNews series uses the exact text of actual newspaper accounts.  No attempts have been made to correct the “quaint” spelling and grammar 
which gives these accounts their period flavor.  Also, no attempt has been made to make the language “politically correct”.  The authors do not intend 
insult to any “group of color”... phrases or words found herein, however negative in the closing years of the 20th century, were in common usage at the 
time they were written, and have not been changed simply to accommodate modern sensibilities.  
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Introduction 
 
Everyone loves a good disaster; except of course those who are unfortunately involved.  This volume of RiverNews brings 
you the tragedy, pathos, suffering, and sometimes humor of the explosions, burnings, collisions, and other disasters that 
befell steamboats over nearly one hundred years of their use on the inland rivers of America.  
 
Trying to cover all the steamboat disasters reported in the newspapers would be an almost impossible task.  I have 
selected some of the more interesting representative disasters for your reading enjoyment.  Also included are some stories 
relating the safety legislations that were being created to protect travelers and boat crews alike. 
 
Prior to the passage of the steamboat laws of 1869 and 1870, thousands of people lost their lives, and millions of dollars in 
cargo were destroyed because of improperly constructed or repaired machinery.  And, in many cases the deliberate mis-
use of that machinery by captains and engineers.  The boiler, with its high temperatures and pressures (relative to the 
technology of the day) was particularly prone to catastrophic failure.  Other disasters were the result of wind, water and 
weather – storms, ice, floods, low water, snags.  Some accidents were caused by errors of judgment on the part of the pilot 
or captain.  These are some of their stories. 
 
 
 
 

Abbreviations and Conventions 
The newspaper reports are given in this typeface - Book Antiqua. 
Editorial comments are shown in this typeface - Footlight MT Light. 

 
IR = Ironton Register (Ohio) 
IJ = Ironton Journal (Ohio) 
PT = Portsmouth Times (Ohio) 
SOTT = Spirit of the  Times (Ohio) 
AJ = Ashland Journal (Kentucky) 
GB = Gallipolis Bulletin 
BSH = Big Sandy Herald  
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Although the first three stories below appeared in 1886, they are placed here, out of chronological sequence, because they refer to 
many early events in the history of steamboating on the Ohio river. 

 
Portsmouth Times, Saturday, Aug. 7, 1886 
OLD TIME STEAMBOATMEN 
INTERESTING CHAPTER IN PORTSMOUTH’S MARINE HISTORY 
Echoes that Remind us of the Dear Old River of the Past. 
 “You fellows do very well in writing up the lives of our citizens, but it seems to me you don’t give sufficient 
prominence to the early steamboatmen of Portsmouth.  There was a host of them, and many of their relatives and 
descendants are living here yet.” 
 The speaker was a thin, wiry man, past middle life but still not old, beard liberally sprinkled with gray, and 
dressed in navy blue.  The reader will have little difficulty in recognizing in him James M. Hannahs, the well-known ex-
steamboatman. 
 “The Times wants the news and will be glad to write up the old steamboatmen or the new ones either, for that 
matter.  But you are not much older than I am.  How far back can you go?” 
 “No, I am not as old as some of them, but I’ve got a mighty good memory as far as it goes.  I can go back into the 
‘30’s,” and there wasn’t a great deal of steamboating before that time.  I remember the Staleys, John and Sam.  John built 
the Marmion in 1835 - built her right across the river, opposite the Gaylord rolling mill.  She was a side-wheel boat, a good 
boat for that day.  She ran on the Mississippi, with Captain John in command.  The Staley boys lived down near the Point.  
Sam went on the river and was captain on St. Louis boats for a number of years.” 
 “Who else do you call to mind?” 
 “There was Captain Tom Jones.  He was a brother of Mrs. Dan McIntire, and a son of old Squire Billy Jones, who 
died forty years ago.” 
 “He was my mother’s uncle, and the only man in Portsmouth that ever saw President Washington.” 
 “Well, his son Tom built the Platte at Pittsburgh, in 1840, and took her to St. Louis and ran her in the St. Louis 
trade.  She was a sidewheeler.  He continued on the river and commanded many fine boats.  He became a regular 
Southerner, and spent the last years of his life in New Orleans and Louisville.  Then there was Plin Alford.  Plin and Tom 
were step-cousins.  He went on the river about the same time, and got to be captain, and commanded some of the best 
boats on the Mississippi.  He ran the Kate Kearney, on the Missouri river.  About 1872 he built the White Cloud, at 
Pittsburgh, and took her to the Missouri river.  She was a splendid side-wheeler.  Alford died in St. Louis.  His father was 
R. R. Alford, a painter, and his step-mother died a few years ago at the southwest corner of Sixth and Washington streets, 
which property she owned.” 
 “Prior to 1840 seems to have been an active period in steamboating.” 
 “It was.  Portsmouth sent her full quota in those days.  It was about the time that Abner Baird went on the river.  
He was a brother of Mose and Rufus, and is still living in New Albany.  He built the Belle Quigly, and ran her on Green 
river, and afterwards commanded the Evansville, the Admiral, and the big Sultana.  Captain Tom Givens went out from 
here about ’38.  He ran the Bedford, Lady Scott, and many other boats.  He built the Lodwick house on Front street, 
adjoining the Dever House.  James Fisher’s father came here as a contractor on the canal.  Jim went on the river and finally 
got to be clerk on the old fast Pittsburger, the Messenger.” 
 “He’s living yet, ain’t he?” 
 “Yes, in Cincinnati.  He comes up here once in a while, but not so often as he did when we had races.  Sam 
McBride was a pilot, so was Elias DeLong.  De Long’s father was jailor, and lived in the house where Marshal Lewis now 
resides.  Ike Cole was a pilot, and was killed at the St. Louis wharf by a roustabout, with a knife.  The rouster was drunk 
and creating a disturbance on the boat and Cole was trying to quiet him.  He was then on the Chief Justice Marshall.” 
 “Any relation to the Coles around here now?” 
 “Yes, he was a brother of Captain Sam, who died at Ashland a few years ago.  By the way, Capt. Sam Cole built 
the Home in ’36, and commanded her when she had President Jackson on board, on his way to be inaugurated, and the 
cannon exploded below Jefferson street, killing four people.” 
 “You may not know it, but parties in Chillicothe owned steamboat stock in those days, and commanded the boats.  
There were regular packets between this place and New Orleans.  In 1830 Charles Latham, of Chillicothe built a boat at 
Pittsburgh and called her the Chillicothe, and commanded her himself, in the Portsmouth and New Orleans trade.  That 
was the same year that Kennedy Lodwick built the Carroll.  Mike Morgan went on the river about that time.  The Morgans 
lived up about Lucasville, and were good men.  Mike bought the North American in 1849, and she burned up at New 
Orleans.  He went to Cuba and Lopez in 1851, and narrowly escaped capture.  After making his escape from the island the 
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vessel he was on was chased into Key West, Florida, by the Spanish warship Pizarro.  Lopez and most of the expedition 
were captured and executed, including Tom Work, of this place, son of Dr. Work.” 
 “What other old steamboatmen do you call to mind.” 
 “John McDowell built the Diana and owned her.  He was captain of her during the flood of ’32.  Mr. McDowell 
and Captain Davis were large owners of steamboats in those days.  They built the Scioto Valley, a fine side-wheeler.  
M____ Herrington was clerk.  He is dead, and buried in Spring Grove cemetery.  My brother, Ira Hannah went on the 
river at an early day, and was mate on the Glasgow, Susquehanna, Algonquin, Rudolph, and many others.  He was drowned 
off the Tennessee near Big Hurricane Island, in 1838 (?), and his body was never recovered.  Tice Ridenour went on the 
river about 1830, and was for many years pilot on Pittsburgh towboats.  He was an uncle of Mrs. Charles Burt.  Then there 
was John Burgess Davis, a nephew of Captain J. W. Davis.  He ran the Lady Byron and the War Eagle, and later built the 
Milton.  I believe he is still on the Upper Mississippi, in the Davidson line of steamers.  Captain Tom Clark ran the Scioto 
and Red Rover.” 
 “There were other clerks, were there not?” 
 “Yes, there was Captain John - no relation to Mrs. P. C. Kinney’s father - who commanded the Transit, the Scioto 
Valley, the Scioto, and the North America.  He died in Cincinnati, having received a severe fall, rendering it necessary for a 
surgical operation to be performed, under which he died.  He lived in Springville, and had two step-sons named Charley 
and Bob White.  Charley is now a wealthy tobacco merchant, in Maysville.” 
 “Were you ever blown up on a steamboat?” 
 “No, but I saw the Wyoming blow up at Cincinnati.  Her boiler went right aft and landed in Covington [across the 

river].  I was in Cincinnati the day after the Moselle blew up there, in 1838, and nearly every business house in the place 
was closed.  Over a hundred persons were killed.  Jim Fleming was killed on her.  Jim and Andy Fleming lived in the 
country near here and I think were relatives of Greenup Chapman.  They ran on the Rainbow, Dr. Franklin, and other 
boats.” 
 “Who else do you call to mind?” 
 “There are others but I can’t think of them at present.  In your sketch of D. F. Connell you spoke of the Wyandotte 
Indians camping here, prior to being taken to the reservation.  I remember them well, and I remember the boat that took 
them away.  It was the A. M. Phillips, and Bill McClain was her captain - our McClain, that built the first Bostona.  The mate 
on the Phillips was John Anderson, who ran drays here at one time.” 
 “When did you go on the river?” 
 “I made my first appearance on the river as cabin boy on the Telegraph, in 1835.  We went to Pittsburgh.  In 1840 I 
shipped on the Splendid and went to New Orleans.  I afterwards went in the Portsmouth and Cincinnati trade, and 
remained there fifteen years, as cook and steward.  I commenced with the Oneida, and was on all the regular line boats for 
fifteen years.  We made a trip to Pittsburgh with the Ashland.  Wash Williamson was mate.  While lying at the Pittsburgh 
wharf the Cotter, lying alongside of us, burst her boilers and killed a large number of people.  Wash and I thought the day 
of judgment had come.  The Cutter had boxes of hats aboard, and the hats were scattered over the surface of the river, and 
supposing every hat had a man under it Wash and I took the yawl and started to rescue the supposed drowning men, but 
so on discovered our mistake.  I was on the Oneida when she burned up at Letart.  Williamson was mate on most of the 
Portsmouth boats, also of the Davy Crockett.” 
 “Have they made much improvement in steamboats since those days?” 
 “In everything except speed; there were faster boats then than there are now.  In 1852 I went from Portsmouth to 
Cincinnati on the Buckeye State, in four hours and fifteen minutes. - about 28 miles an hour.  The river was bank full and 
we made no landings.  We left here at 2 o’clock in the afternoon and were tied up at the wharf-boat at Cincinnati at a 
quarter past 6.  I took supper at the Broadway Hotel.  That’s equal to railroad time.” 
 “Do you think any of the boats could do it now?” 
 “I doubt it.  The Bostona might possibly do it.  She could come nearer it than any other.  In those days a fast boat 
was all model and power.  Now they figure to make them draw as little water as possible.” 
 “When Mr. Hannahs left us it seemed as if the veil had lifted that separates the old river life from the new - the 
past from the present.  It seemed that the old-time steamboats were here again, with their small, bright bells, their hoarse 
escapement, their stairways amidships, their jolly crews of singing negroes.  It was like a chapter of the past, floating in on 
the tide of the present. 
(to be continued) 
 
PT  Aug. 14, 1886 
OLD TIME STEAMBOATMEN 
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BOATS BUILT AT PORTSMOUTH IN THE LONG AGO 
Sinking of the “Sunbeam” Nearly Opposite the City. 
Burning of the “Martha Washington” Brought Vividly to Mind. 
 
 “There were two or three old steamboatmen I forgot to mention last week,” said Mr. Hannahs to our reporter, 
“but its hardly to be expected I would get them all the first time.” 
 “You did very well, Jim, your reminiscence gave general satisfaction.  Who else do you think of?” 
 “Adam Cannon was a boy raised by James Lodwick.  He afterwards learned the trade of baker, at the same time 
Mart Timmonds did.  He went on the river, and was steward for several years, running on the Scioto Valley and Transit.  
Samuel Glover went on the river at an early day.  He was a brother of Eli and John.  His uncle, William Glover, went 
South years ago, and had large steamboat interests there, and Sam went down and took position on some of his boats.  He 
subsequently got to be captain, and for many years was identified with the Vicksburg and New Orleans line of steamers.  
These were the finest and fastest boats on the Mississippi.  He was captain of the famous Vicksburg, and of the Uncle Sam, 
and many others.  He retired from the river and built the house where M. R. Tewksbury now lives, and died there.” 
 “Any others?” 
 “Yes, Adam Leonard, a brother of Mrs. A. C. Davis, commanded the Shylock, and the Crescent City prior to 1840.” 
 “Didn’t S. J. Huston - the old gentleman - used to be a river man?” 
 “Yes, he was himself a practical ship-carpenter, and built several boats and ran them South.  He built the Eureka 
about 1843.  He built the hull at the foot of Court street and took it to Cincinnati, where the boat was finished.  He took her 
round to Mobile and ran her on the Alabama river.  That country was then just waking up to the importance of 
steamboating, and most of their boats came from the Ohio river.  Adam Leonard - who I believe was a relative of Captain 
Huston - was clerk.” 
 “His son William was clerk on some of his boats, wasn’t he?” 
 “Yes, on the Eighth of January.  She was built here about 1848, and named by Mr. Huston in honor of “Old 
Hickory.”  She was a side-wheeler.  Later he built the Irene.  Some of his boats were burned, and I believe came near 
breaking him up.” 
 “What other boats were built here?” 
 “In 1837 McDowell & Davis built the Transit.  They built her just below the Water Works.  This was the beginning 
of the Portsmouth and Cincinnati Packet Line.  A little later they bought a Kanawha river boat named the Fairy Queen, and 
built the Sylph out of her.  They also bought the Empire and rebuilt her, making a tolerably fast boat, which they called the 
Lancet.  She was commanded by William Hicks, and burned at Scuttletown bar in 1843.” 
 “McDowell & Davis seem to have been much interested in steamboat stock.” 
 “They were.  They owned more stock and built and rebuilt more boats than any Portsmouth parties have ever 
done since.  About their last venture was the Car of Commerce.  They built the hull at Shade river, below Marietta, and 
brought it here and put the Bellaire’s machinery and cabin upon it, making a good carrier, but the boat was terribly slow.  
She went South and returned here once and loaded up with whisky, flour and pork, and going back burnt up on the falls.  
Tom Sharp was Captain and the late Jim Hickman, clerk.” 
 “ Most of the Portsmouth built boats seem to have been burned.” 
 “That’s so, and the same holds good of those that have been built of late years.  They have about all come to an 
untimely end.” 
 “Were there any other boats built here prior to 1860?” 
 “I don’t recall any at present except the Exchange, a small boat built by the Leets, commission merchants in the 
lower end of town.” 
 “What Portsmouth boats were ever lost by sinking? 
 “The Post Boy was sunk below Jefferson street about 1839, and her hull lies there yet.  She was owned by Conrad 
Overturf.  She formerly ran between Steubenville and Wheeling.  You ought to remember the Post Boy.” 
 “No, but when a boy, I used to go in swimming at the foot of Jefferson street, and I’ve often seen the big boys dive 
and on coming up tell about having touched the hull of the sunken Post Boy.  We smaller boys were filled with wonder at 
the time, but I believe now the big boys were lying.” 
 “Quite likely.  But the hull is there all the same, but long since covered with mud.” 
 “What other boats were sunk near here?” 
 “In 1835 the Baltimore sank at the point below town.  In ’37 the Troy sank at the mouth of Genatt’s Creek and was 
wrecked.  She was loaded with merchandise, and for a long time after that the whole country around here was covered 
with dry goods hung out to dry.  Then there was the Sunbeam that sank opposite the mouth of the Scioto, in 1848.  She 
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sank near the Kentucky shore, and I believe a depression in the bar where she rested can still be seen at low water.  I know 
it could a few years ago.  She was a large stern-wheeler, sank nearly to the cabin floor, and several people were drowned.  
Do you remember the circumstances?” 
 “Perfectly.  I went down in a skiff the same day, and have never been able to get rid of the impression of a young 
man who had lost some of his friends or relatives.  He was sitting on a box on the boiler deck, with his head on his hand, 
oblivious to everything around him.  I also remember seeing the divers going down in the diving bell afterwards, when 
they were wrecking her.” 
 “That was Captain Bill Killen’s first appearance in this part of the country.  He came here with his diving bell boat 
to wreck the Sunbeam, and has been here ever since.  By the way, he built a boat about 1858, at Cincinnati, for the 
Portsmouth and Cincinnati trade, and ran her between here and Cincinnati for a time, in opposition to the regular packets.  
She was a fine stern-wheeler, and he named her the Portsmouth in honor of the place.” 
 “Speaking about boats sinking.  I wonder how many people around here now ever heard of the Hornet sinking at 
Twin Creek, back in the ‘30’s”  She was capsized in the wind, and several persons were lost.  Mrs. Garrett, a sister of 
Squire Ben. King, of Greenup county, Ky., was drowned.” 
 “Did anything startling ever happen to you in your connection with the river?” 
 “Nothing very startling.  I suppose you have heard of the celebrated Martha Washington case that was before the 
United States courts so long.  It was back early in the ‘50’s.”  Kissane & Co., wholesale shoe dealers of Cincinnati, bought 
the boat and loaded her heavily with what purported to be boots and shoes, and started her South, carrying heavy 
insurance on both boat and cargo.  At Island 66, in the Mississippi, she took fire and burned to the water’s edge.  I was on 
the Charles Hammond, and we saw her burn plainly, and reached her side in time to save most of her passengers and crew.   
On going aboard the Washington, we found that the boxes instead of containing boots and shoes, as they were billed, were 
filled with bricks and stones.  This led to a suspicion of something crooked, and an investigation was had which resulted 
in the famous trial, for Kissane and the officers of the boat were held to answer.  They had filled the boxes with rubbish, 
got heavy insurance on it as boots and shoes, also on the boat, and then burned her up to get the insurance money.  I was 
a witness in the case and went to Columbus twice and testified before the United States Court.” 
 “Were there any other Portsmouth people on the Charles Hammond?” 
 “Yes, she had a Portsmouth crew.  Jake Hurd was captain, John McCloud clerk, Bill Little and Jim Watkins were 
mates; also Bill Kirker, now captain of the Big Sandy.  A strange circumstance connected with the matter is that at the same 
hour the Martha Washington burned the George Washington was destroyed at Grand Gulf, only a hundred miles away.  She 
exploded her boilers and then burned up.  We got there in time to take off her people, and so had on board the survivors 
of both the Martha and George Washington at the same time.” 
 “Were the parties implicated in the affair convicted?” 
 “I believe they were, some of them.  One of them, I know made his escape by jumping from a car window and 
was never recaptured.  A detective named Barton, from Cleveland, came here to interview me.  That was how I came to be 
a witness.  Barton died very suddenly, and it was always thought he was poisoned.” 
(to be continued). 
 
PT  Aug. 21, 1886 
OLD TIME STEAMBOATMEN 
THE FIRST WHISTLE - WAS IT ON THE WHITEVILLE? 
The “Iron Steamer Valley Forge,” and What Became of Her. 
Explosion of the A. N. Johnson, below Manchester in 1849. 
 
 “You made a few mistakes in your article last week.  You made me say Jake Hurd commanded the Charles 
Hammond; it was Captain Jesse.  You also said the Eighth of January burned up on the Ohio falls.  She sank, she didn’t 
burn.” 
 “How about Dan Spry saying he knows more about steamboats than you do?” 
 “That’s all right.  Dan is considerably older than I am, and he ought to remember more than I do.” 
 “Dan says the first boat that ever passed Portsmouth with a whistle was the Whiteville, built at Pittsburgh for 
cotton trade.” 
 “I don’t know about that.  The Ashland had a small whistle towards the latter part of her career, and the Scioto 
came out with one.  The whistles in those days were small and squeaky, and placed right on top of the boilers.  I don’t 
suppose you know what boat created more interest on the river in those days than any other?” 
 “No, I don’t.” 
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 “It was the Valley Forge - The “Iron Steamer Valley Forge,” as she was invariably called.  Her hull was built of 
iron, but she proved to be a failure on account of the weight of the same.  She was built at Pittsburgh and owned by 
Captain Baird, father of Sam F. Baird and Mrs. M. R. Tewksbury.  She had the words “Iron Steamer” painted on her 
wheelhouses.  Her hull was painted the same color as that of other boats and she appeared like an ordinary large-sized 
sidewheeler of the period.” 
 “I remember her.  I expected to see a boat built all over of iron, cabin and all, and not even painted, and was 
consequently disappointed, and thought the idea of her being an “iron steamer” was all a guy.  What became of her?” 
 “She finally sank in the Upper Mississippi.  I saw her lying in that condition.” 
 “What other remarkable boats were there?” 
 “In 1835 a boat called the Champion was brought around from the Hudson river, intended to beat everything on 
the Western waters.  She was a regular low-pressure boat, with walking beam engine and had made a good record on the 
North River but she failed to keep it up when she got on our waters.  She drew too much water for the river, and besides 
the water was too muddy most of the time for her style of machinery.” 
 “The boats were mostly side-wheeler in those days, were they not?” 
 “Yes, side-wheelers with one engine, on the middle of the boat.  When they wanted to round to and land they 
would unship the wheel next to the side of the river on which they intended to land.  A boat with two engines was 
considered a bully boat.” 
 “You spoke on former occasion about the Ashland going to Pittsburgh.  Was it rulable for Portsmouth boats to 
leave their regular trade and make trips to outside ports?” 
 “Yes, there was no way business between Portsmouth and Cincinnati.  Most of the freight came out of the canal, 
and when the canal was closed there was not enough business to keep the boats running, and they would sometimes 
make trips elsewhere.  The Scioto made a trip or two to New Orleans.  She took a company of regular soldiers from 
Newport Barracks to New Orleans during the Mexican war.  I was on her at the time.  We turned the cabin over to them, 
and by the time we got through the cabin was in a condition to be over-hauled and disinfected.” 
 “Have there been any bad explosions on the Upper Ohio since that of the Moselle?” 
 “The worst one was that of the A. N. Johnson, between Maysville and Manchester, in 1849.  Some sixty or seventy 
people were killed.  I was on the Scioto at the time, and we picked up part of her people.  One boiler went out in a 
cornfield on the Kentucky side.  Bodies were found in the river and neighborhood for a long time afterward.  The 
Magnolia blew up in 1868 at Four Mile Bar, and killed a number of people.  She was the regular Maysville and Cincinnati 
packet.” 
 “Did you ever see a steamboat burn up?” 
 “Yes, and it was the grandest sight I ever witnessed.  In 1848 I saw the Carcassian, the Hendrick Hudson and the 
Trenton all burn up together at Cincinnati.  They were all good boats and burned rapidly like a great bon fire.  The 
Circassian was a very fast boat, built to run from Pittsburgh to Cincinnati in opposition to the Messenger.” 
 “Were you ever on a boat in cholera or yellow fever times, when the crew and passengers were sick and dying?” 
 “No, but that reminds me that George Case, an old pilot in the Portsmouth trade, died of cholera in 1849, at his 
residence on Sixth street.  James Liggett, a clerk, died of cholera the same year.” 
 “Do you remember a man named Frank Smith?” 
 “Yes, he and his brother Hiram.  Hiram died at his mother’s home on Court street.  They went on the river about 
the same time my three twin brothers did.  Frank is living yet in New Orleans.  At one time he was a steward on the 
famous Robt. E. Lee, and got to be quite well off.” 
 “Was he not a relative of the Bards?” 
 “I don’t remember, perhaps he was.” 
 “I think he was a brother-in-law of Ezekiel Bard, sr.” 
 “There are a few other men I recall to mind; for instance, John Myers, a relative of Mrs. M. Kricker, who died in 
California several years ago.  Then there was John Laughery, father of the present John Laughery, of Buena Vista.  He 
owned a large New Orleans boat called the Columbus, that used to come up here occasionally.  In those days the large 
New Orleans boats would load up with sugar and molasses and Southern fruits, consigned to dealers in this place and at 
points up the canal, and come here and discharge their cargoes and return loaded to the guards with flour, whisky and 
port, which they received from the canal boats.  There was life on Front street in those days.” 
 “Speaking about steamboats burning, I forgot to mention that far back in the 30’s I saw a boat come in sight one 
day that was on fire.  Her name was the Gleaner.  She seemed to be helpless, the crew being unable  either to land her or 
put out the fire.  Some of the citizens went out to her, and with the assistance of the crew succeeded in scuttling her about 
opposite Chillicothe street.” 
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 “Wasn’t Guyandotte formerly a point of considerable importance in river travel?” 
 “Yes, it was the point of transfer for the Southern and Western travel to the Virginia springs, the same as 
Huntington is to-day with the advantage that the Southern travel all had to strike the Ohio river before setting eastward.  
Now they can reach the Springs through the railroad system of the South.  The first two boats I have any recollection of 
were the Paragon and the Eclipse.  They ran from Cincinnati to Guyandotte.  The next two were the Guyandotte and the 
Helen Mar.  The Victor came out afterwards.  The old State road over the mountains came in at Guyandotte, and was 
largely traveled until the introduction of steam navigation on the Kanawha.” 
 “Mr. Hannahs says if he should take a steamboat at Pittsburgh and go to Cairo there perhaps wouldn’t be a mile 
of the river but that would recall to his mind some incident worth recounting - either amusing, thrilling or tragic, and the 
same is scarcely less true of the Mississippi.  He is a man of intense appreciation of life in all its lights and shades, and was 
well suited in his younger days to the scenes of the old river period, which make so picturesque a background to 
Portsmouth’s history, marine, mercantile and social. 
 
IR  Oct. 10, 1850 - Steamer Explosion - The steamboat Financier while ascending the upper Mississippi, on the morning of 
the 2d inst. When opposite Buffalo burst the connection pipe and almost instantly killed King, son of the Captain of the 
boat, and William Green, 2d Engineer.  They were both asleep at the time of the accident.  Two other persons, the cabin 
boy and carpenter, were slightly injured.  The boat sustained but little damage. 
 
IR  Oct. 17, 1850 - Steamer Explosion - Loss of Life. - The steamer Kate Fleming, Capt. Dunham from Louisville, bound for 
Cairo, burst both her boilers on Saturday the 5th about 12 o’clock M., at Walker’s Bar.  She had been aground but got off, 
and had gone but a short distance when the bell rang to go ahead slow, and after making a few revolutions she exploded 
and afterwards burnt to the waters edge.  The cause of the explosion was the want of water in the boilers.  Ten or eleven 
persons were killed and missing and several others wounded. 
 
IR  Oct. 17, 1850 - Steamboat Accident. - The Meteor No. 3 from Red River to New Orleans was burned and sunk, on the 
20th ult., fifty miles above New Orleans.  The passengers all escaped with the loss of their baggage.  Three colored boys 
belonging to the boat were lost.  Two hundred bales of cotton were burned. 
 
IR  Oct. 17, 1850 - Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. - River 28 inches and rising slowly - weather pleasant.  The steamer J. B. Gordon 
collapsed a flue yesterday at Logstown.  Four persons killed, five or six missing; several scalded.  She was bound for 
Wheeling. 
 
IR  Oct. 24, 1850 - Steamboat accidents are frequent now.  Last week we noted three, and this week, we note three more. 
 The steamboat Companion collapsed two of her flues a few days since, above Wheeling, killing one person and 
scalding two others.  
 The steamer Federal Arch struck a snag and sunk, last week, down river, with a large lot of hemp for Covington, 
Ky., which was a total loss; and also the steamer Mustang on the Missouri river, struck a snag and sunk in six foot water; 
and afterwards broke in two - a total loss. 
 
IR  Aug. 5, 1852 - Burning of the Henry Clay. - The steamer Henry Clay was burned on the Hudson river a few miles above 
New York, on Wednesday afternoon of last week.  It was a sad disaster, involving the loss of some fifty human lives.  It 
appears that the boat had been racing very hotly with the Armenia all the way from Albany, so much so that the boats 
missed several of their landings.  The passengers became greatly alarmed and requested the officers to desist from the 
race, but, were told that there was no danger.  The result was that the fires were made so hot, that the wood work near the 
boiler took fire, immediately enveloping the entire vicinity of the machinery in flames, and cutting off all communication 
between fore and aft.  It is said that large quantities of tar rosin or other inflammable substances were in the boiler room, 
which caused the very rapid spread of the flames.  The boat was run ashore, struck her bow upon the bank, but most of 
the passengers were aft, where the [heat] is represented to have been terrific, 300 or more passengers being driven 
gradually by the flames into the water.  As fitting as it may seem there was not a single yawl or boat on board, and no 
effective apparatus to extinguish a fire.  Some twenty-five dead bodies had been recovered on the same night of the fire.  
Among the lost we observe the names of Stephen Allen, Ex-Mayor of New York, Prof. Bailey, of West Point, Prof. Bartlett, 
of Poughkeepsie, and A. J. Downing, the eminent Horticulturist.  Among the saved we notice the names of Capt. S. Dean, 
and Capt. C. W. Batchelor, of the Pittsburgh and Cincinnati packets Buckeye State and Alleghany, who were on board with 
their families, also saved. 
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IR  Aug. 12, 1852 - The Henry Clay 
It now appears that the destruction of life by the burning of this ill-fated steamer was much greater than was first 
supposed.  Probably nearly one hundred persons perished by the disaster.  The officers and some of the [own]ers of the 
boat have been arrested, and ordered to and [?] bail each, in the sum of $10,000; the public and the press demand that they 
shall be dealt with to the [ut]most extent of the law - most rigorously. 

The New York National Democrat details a conversation with Capt. S. Dean,  of the Pittsburgh and Cincinnati packet 
Buckeye State from which we extract, as follows: 

 “I have seen boats blown up on the Ohio and Mississippi, and have witnessed much distress in consequence - but 
sir, never, never, did I, in all my life witness so much suffering and agony, and despair and death as I did on that cursed 
North River steamer, in the short space of twenty minutes.” 

 “It was murder! Absolute, deliberate murder, on the part of those who had control of the boat, all the way from 
Albany until the final tragedy was consumated.” 

 “Did they race?” 
 “Race? Why the scroundrels raced all the way!  I liked it well enough at first; but after the colision [sic] at Kingston, 

the ladies became nervous.  Some fainted, and some cried; seeing the affair becoming serious I appealed to the acting 
captain to stop the strife.  He took no notice at all of what I said and I then went to the engineers’ enclosure, to ascertain 
the height of steam.” 

 “Did he tell you?” 
 “He told me to mind my own business.  There were two steam gauges, but no man, save, perhaps, the engineer 

himself, could have ascertained what number of inches they indicated.  I didn’t like the appearances.  The leaking steam 
from the joinings smelt hot and queer, such as we sometimes get West, with a very strong fire under a pressure of four 
hundred pounds.” 

 “I know what it is to “fire up,” both with wood and coal.  I have used tar myself on the Western rivers, and I should 
think that tar, or some similar combustible, was used on the Henry Clay immediately previous to the accident.  There is no 
doubt they were racing.  I was told so everybody knew it.  But, I have no doubt that the rapidity with which the flames 
spread was owing in a great measure to the intense heat around the boilers and the fact of their feeding the furnace with 
some other substance but anthracite.” 

He further stated that he saw several children with their clothes on fire, on the stern of the boat, and has no doubt 
that numbers of them perished in the flames, together with several females who fainted in the saloon when the fact of the 
fire became so terribly real. 
 
IR  Aug. 19, 1852 - An Incident - A passenger who was on board the ill-fated steamer, Henry Clay relates the following 
incident connected with the disaster: 

 “He had been on the bow of the vessel and was one of the first to escape.  Upon reaching the shore, he counted 
twenty three persons who sank to rise no more.  He sickened at the sight and was just turning to leave the spot, when he 
saw a little boy only seven years of age emerge from the smoke and flame on the after part of the promenade deck, kneel 
down and clasp his hands as if in prayer.  He remained in this attitude but a moment, and then leaped into the water.  Our 
informant watched the little fellow as he went under the water, expecting not to see him again.  Presently the young hero 
rose to the surface, brushed aside his auburn ringlets, and struck out manfully for the shore, which he reached in a short 
time.  Upon landing he sat down upon the bank exclaiming - Oh, these poor people!  I wish I could save them! And then 
burst into a flood of tears, at the awful scene of suffering and death before him.  What a noble heart was in that boy, who, 
so young, could only ask deliverance from danger of his heavenly Father, but feel for the sufferings of others.  Does it not 
also speak volumes in the praise of the mother of that boy? 
 
IR  Sep. 2, 1852 - Steamboat Disaster. - The steamer Dr. Franklin No. 2, burst a boiler near ___________ on the Mississippi, 
on Sunday, Aug. 23rd, instantly killing 9 persons, including both engineers and scalding some 30 deck hands and deck 
passengers, many of whom have since died, 6 missing.  The boat received but little damage. 
 P. S. The latest account we have seen from St. Louis, states that 20 [or 29] bodies of the crew and deck passengers 
had already been buried, and that 10 to 12, were still missing.  The boat is said to have been under full headway, and the 
disaster is attributed to the want of water in the boilers, the engineer being deceived by the quantity of mud which it is 
supposed the boiler contained.  Some of the passengers walked about the boat and conversed freely after the accident, but 
having inhaled the steam died in a few hours. 
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IR  Sep. 9, 1852 - Steamboat Murders. - are still taking place “thick and fast.”  The latest is that the steamer Reindeer - that 
“crack North River boat,” - burst a boiler on Saturday afternoon last, killing ten persons instantly, badly scalding 30, and 
injuring many more slightly.  Up to Monday evening, thirty-two deaths had resulted from the explosion. 
 
IR  Sep. 28, 1852 - Serious Accident. - On Friday evening last the steamer Reveille dropped down to the New York 
Company’s warehouse, for the purpose of taking some freight before proceeding to Cincinnati.  While lying there, the 
packing of one of her steampipes gave way, and the steam rushed out, scalding Mr. and Mrs. Evans severely on the hands 
and face, and injuring their child, aged about one year, so severely that it died in about two minutes.  An aged woman 
was also severely scalded.  They were from Jackson, Ohio. -- Portsmouth Tribune & Clipper. 
 
IR  Nov. 18, 1852 - Steamboat Explosion. - The steamer Buckeye Belle exploded both boilers at Beverly on the Muskingum, 
last Friday afternoon.  Seven persons were killed outright, two or three more died before the next morning, eight or ten 
were missing on the night of the explosion, and quite a number of others were very badly injured, some of whom have 
probably since died.  Among the injured were Senator C. C. Convey, of Marietta, who had his leg badly broken, and 
Representative Bartlett, of Washington, and Okey, of Morgan, both badly scalded, and who were on their way to 
Columbus.  The boat is said to have been blown nearly to pieces, the cabin, pilot house and everything fore and aft the 
wheel house completely torn to fragments, so that even the tops of the ladies’ cabin sunk almost to the lower deck.  There 
were seven or eight ladies and some children on board, but all escaped with their lives, being taken off the stern of the 
boat in skiffs.  Every flue in one boiler collapsed, and the other boiler was not to be found on the afternoon of the disaster.  
The explosion it is said was occasioned by gross recklessness on part of the engineers, the water getting too low, and one 
of the engineers was on the safety valve at the time of the explosion., which took place as the engine was stopped to let the 
boat pass into the guard lock.  We gather the foregoing from the State Journal... 
 
IR  Nov. 25, 1852 - The Buckeye Belle. - From the Marietta Intelligence we learn further particulars of the awful explosion of 
this steamer. 
 It appears that she was wrecked, blown almost completely to small fragments beyond parallel in the case of 
steamboat explosions, and that the number killed was very great in proportion to the number of persons on board - about 
thirty individuals having lost their lives, and others maimed for life.  The largest piece of a boiler which has been found is 
only 10 or 12 feet long.  The explosion took place on Friday, and as late as Sunday fragments of human bodies were found, 
in one place a piece of an arm, in another a leg, and close at hand a liver; and on Monday the tongue of a man was picked 
up on the bank, and in another place the head of a man with a hat on, no other remains being near.  A red hot brick was 
thrown more than 300 feet up the hill, and fired the leaves of the woods, and a rabbit was killed by the fall of a brick more 
than 400 feet from the boat. 
 Senator Covey was sitting in the ladies cabin, and had his leg broken by the fall of a hot stove upon it.  The stove 
was removed from him by a young lady, a Miss Stone, of McConnellsville, who, it is said, carried Mr. Covey out from 
amid the wreck, unassisted, he being a large man, and she a delicate female.  Mr. Covey died on Wednesday.  His loss is 
very much mourned as he was an able man, and a very honest and upright citizen. 
 Representative Bartlett, of Washington, and Okey, of Monroe, were scalded severely, and we have a report from 
the river that they are both dead but do not give credit to the report. 
 The Intelligence says that reports are current that intemperance on the part of engineers and some other officers of 
the boat was the cause of  this terrible affair.  Be it as it may there was most criminal recklessness - murder, wholesale and 
in the highest degree. 
 
IR  Dec. 23, 1852 - Steamboat Disasters. - On Tuesday morning of last week, the steamer Western World, was run into and 
sunk on the lower Mississippi, by the steamer H. R. W. Hill.  Ten or fifteen lives are supposed to have been lost, and the 
boat and cargo (1400 barrels of flour, a large quantity of corn, and 60 head of cattle) a total loss, the bottom having turned 
up; names of the drowned are not given. 
-- The steamer Moro Castle was also sunk near the same place; we have none of the particulars. 
-- Also the steamer Cleopatra, bound from Black river to New Orleans, with 900 bales of cotton, was recently burned; 
several lives lost. 
-- Also the steamer Magnet blew up at Grand_low island, about 30 miles above Marietta, on the 14th inst., killing the pilot 
instantly, and mortally wounding four others.  This Magnet was an old stern wheel boat. 
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SOTT  Jan. 7, 1853 - The Death of Hugh Crawford. - Last Wednesday morning, the people of this place were painfully 
shocked with intelligence of the death of their friend and fellow townsman Hugh Crawford. 
 We give the following particulars as related to us: while passing down from this place, to Louisville, with a flat 
boat load of iron, during the storm on last Monday night, as he was trying to land at the Kentucky shore, nine miles above 
Cincinnati, his comrades went ashore to tie the line which was then nearly rendered out, he remaining in the boat to check 
on the post; by the strong current the line was rapidly rendering, when he stepped back to pick up the remaining coil, his 
ankle was caught in it, drawn against the post, and cut nearly off, when he was jerked by the rope against the bow of the 
boat, with such force as to split two planks, and draw a couple of pins, was thence drawn into the water, his ankle all the 
time fast in the rope; his comrades, Mr. Charles Hughes, and others, proceeded immediately with the skiff to take up the 
line, when they found it fast to Mr. Crawford’s leg; and his hands clenched around it. 
 But one feeling pervades the community, that of gloom and sorrow.  There are but few persons who attach others 
to them ore strongly, than Hugh Crawford did - he was universally beloved among his neighbors, and we have never 
heard anything evil said of him.  When the sad intelligence first came we could not realize its truth - his image haunts us 
continually, we knew not the depth of his general nature until he was taken from us.  Long will he be remembered by the 
poor, whose friend and helper he was, as well as by the community of which he was a useful and public spirited member. 
 Proceedings at the Court House in Ironton, of the county officers, relative to the death of Hugh Crawford, Sheriff 
of Lawrence County. 
 On motion Joshua Hambleton was appointed Chairman, and Thomas Proctor, Secretary.  Whereupon Thos. 
Proctor, James M. Terry, and Ralph Leet, being named for that purpose, reported the following preamble and resolutions: 
 Whereas the sudden death of our friend Hugh Crawford, Sheriff of the County, has produced a saddening 
sensation upon our minds.  Therefore: 
 Resoled, That we, in common with this community, sincerely, lament the unhappy event that has so recently 
brought desolation and mourning into a family circle, that has deprived the community of a worthy and upright citizen, 
and this county of an efficient public officer. 
 Resolved.  That in token of sympathy for his family, and relations, an of respect for the deceased, we will attend 
his funeral. 
 Resolved.  That the chairman present a copy of these proceedings to the widow of the deceased, - and that the 
Secretary present copies of the same to the press in this place for publication. 
 JOSHUA HAMBLETON, CHM’N, THOS. PROCTOR, SEC’Y. 
 
IR  Jan. 27, 1853 - The steamer Winfield Scott in attempting to go over the falls at Louisville, the other day, ran upon the 
rocks, and the river falling rapidly, it is said will prove a total loss. 
 
IR  Jan. 27, 1853 - Three Steamers Burned at St. Louis. - A telegraphic dispatch from St. Louis, dated the 19th, gives an 
account of the burning of three steamers at that place.  About three o’clock a fire broke out in the steamer New England.  
The flames communicated to the steamers Brunette and New Lucy, and all three were destroyed. 
 
IR  Jan. 27, 1853 - The steamer U. S. Aid, Capt. Wm. F. Davidson’s boat, lately ran against a bridge on the Wabash above 
Terre Haute, tearing down her chimneys, knocking off her pilot house, and smashing in her cabin.  The carpenter, John A. 
Carr, being unable to leave his room, the steam rushing in, scalded him to death. 
 
IR  Feb. 10, 1853 - The steamers Jefferson and Col. Bayard came in collision in a fog, last Friday, on the Monongahela; the 
Jefferson had her starboard guard and the cook house carried away; and some of the servants in the cook house were very 
badly injured. 
 
SOTT  Feb. 22, 1853 - Steamer Memphis Sunk - No Lives Lost. - By a private telegraphic dispatch we learn that the new and 
beautiful steamer Memphis, which left our port last evening about 6 o’clock, heavily freighted for Memphis, and with a 
good compliment of passengers, ran into the bank last night, five miles above Madison and sunk to her cabin floor.  No 
lives were lost.  A portion of the deck load was saved and a part went overboard. - Cincinnati Times, Feb. 12. 
 
SOTT   Mar. 1, 1853 - Loss of the Sam Cloon. - The Louisville Daily Courier of Feb. 22nd has the following: 
 Yesterday we published the sinking of the Sam Cloon in the Mississippi, at Spanish Moss Bend.  We have since 
learned that she was sunk by coming into collision with the H. R. W. Hill, and will prove a total loss.  Both boats were 
descending the river, and the Hill, while rounding to, struck the Sam Cloon and sunk her. 
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 The boat was run on a sand bar, and sunk to her cabin floor.  The Lexington went alongside, and saved a portion 
of the dock load of the boat.  The Memphis Whig, of the 17th, has the following: 
 The Hill was rounding out from a woodyard.  It appears that either one or both of the officers of the two boats 
were to blame, but it has become so common to attach no blame to the officers that we must remain silent.  This is the 
second boat sunk by the Hill during this, her first season. 
 
SOTT  Mar. 22, 1853 - SERIOUS MARINE DISASTER.  Burning of the Steamer Milton. 
 The following private telegraphic dispatch which we received on Saturday evening, gives the particulars of a sad 
marine disaster that occurred on the previous night.  Thanks to the prompt and efficient exertions of the officers of the 
boat, we have no loss of human life to record in addition to the calamitous destruction of property. 
 Wheeling, March. 12 
To the Editor of the Cincinnati Sun. 
 The Steamer Milton, Capt. John Davis, left Pittsburgh Thursday morning, bound for Louisville.  At nine o’clock 
last night, while forty-nine miles below this place, near Sistersville, a fire was discovered among the freight by the side of 
one of the boilers.  Its origin is unknown.  All efforts to quench it were unsuccessful, and the boat with all the lading and 
fixtures, was totally destroyed.  No lives were lost.  She had a very valuable cargo, consisting principally of dry goods, 
and consigned to Louisville.  Partially insured.  She was owned jointly by Capt. Davis, Alfred Moore the pilot and a party 
in Maysville. 
 
SOTT  May 24, 1853 - A Boat Burned - The Memphis Eagle learns from passengers on the Memphis that the steamer Hiram 
Powers caught fire while lying at Marshall’s wood-yard (about 3 miles below Grand Chain, on the Wabash river,) and was 
burned nearly to the water’s edge before she was scuttled. She was loaded principally with bulk meat, and both boat and 
cargo were insured. 
 
SOTT  May 24, 1853 - Explosion on board the Buckeye.  The Buckeye (Cincinnati Packet) which left yesterday morning, says 
the Pittsburgh American of Monday, burst her steam connecting pipe about 12 miles below this city.  The cook and another 
hand are missing, supposed to have jumped or blown overboard, and two badly scalded.  The two latter were brought 
back to Allegheny City, yesterday, and the steamer was towed back up the wharf where she lies for repair.  This is the 
second time the same pipe (copper) has exploded on this boat.  We could not learn but presume of course that no one is to 
blame in this case, so few lives being lost. 
 
SOTT  Jun. 28, 1853 - The steamboats James Millinigar and Memphis No. 1 lying at shore above the water works, Cincinnati, 
were both burned on Wednesday morning. 
 
SOTT  Mar. 21, 1854 - Another Steamboat Disaster. 
Louisville, March 15. - The steamer Reindeer burst a flue at Cannelton, In., yesterday, scattering misery and death in all 
directions.  Forty to fifty persons were killed and wounded.  Many were blown into the river and drowned. 
     It seems the boat became entangled in some coal boats lying at Cannelton which caused her to careen very much, upon 
which the water passed out of two of the boilers, and the flues collapsed. 
     The following persons from Ohio are badly scalded:  Isaac Connor, Patrick Merriman, Andrew Williams, Mary Snyder, 
and J. Bolton, from Columbus, Pierce Cary, Michael Lynch, Nancy Ann and James Allen. 
     Immediately after the explosion the Europa and Magnolia came along side the wreck and rendered all the assistance in 
their power, none of the officers except the first mate and second engineer, were injured.  Twenty-two had been buried at 
the last accounts, and twenty four others are so injured that but little hopes are entertained of their recovery. 
 
IR  Dec. 7, 1854 - RIVER INTELLIGENCE 
-- Last week there was some prospect of steamboating, and the Allegheny left Pittsburgh on Tuesday; the Ohio sunk in the 
channel at Buffington detained her for some days, but she finally passed down. On Wednesday the Philadelphia left 
Pittsburgh, and on Saturday the City Of Wheeling left Cincinnati, bound up. These are the only large packets that have as 
yet passed Ironton, this season. 
 
IR  May 15, 1856 - Loss of the Steamer Effie Afton. - The beautiful steamer built last season at a cost of $40,000 by Capt. 
Jacob S. Hurd, of Portsmouth, was totally destroyed on the 6th inst., at Rock Island, on the Upper Mississippi.  We copy the 
following particulars from the Cincinnati Commercial: 
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     “About day break, while she was passing the starboard draw of the Great Bridge, that spans the Upper Mississippi at 
Rock Island, she was caught by the current and hurled against the first pier east of the draw crib.  The shock at once partly 
disabled her.  She instantaneously caught fire in three places, - the barber shop, main cabin, and the boiler deck.  The 
flames, however, were immediately extinguished through the timely exertions of her officers.  She then took fire from the 
stove in the pantry room which had upset. - The flames had made such headway before they were discovered, that it was 
impossible to extinguish them.  The fire soon communicated to the first span of the bridge, east of the draw pier, which 
soon burned off and fell into the river.  The burning boat and the wreck of the bridge span then floated down the river 
together, a distance of nearly two miles, when they lodged on the head of an island or bar, and burned to the water’s 
edge.  The thrilling scene of destruction was witnessed with breathless interest by the people of both shores.  The Afton 
had on board about sixty cabin and one hundred deck passengers.  The cabin passengers saved themselves upon the pier 
of the Bridge.  The deck passengers were chiefly taken off by the steamer J. B. Carson, which had hastened to the terrible 
scene and rendered efficient service.  Fortunately no lives were lost.  The passengers’ baggage is all saved, but the cargo 
lost.  The loss to the Bridge Company is estimated at $10,000. 
     As the vast floating conflagration passed down the river, the cattle and horses on the boat bellowing and plunging to 
avoid the spreading flames, some of them succeeded in breaking loose and swam to shore.  Thirteen head of cattle and 
two horses were burned with the boat.  A boiler, belonging to a passenger, the pilot wheel, life boat, and books and papers 
in the office, is all that was saved from the wreck.  The cargo was worth from $30,000 to $40,000.  Capt. Hurd, a few days 
since, refused $40,000 for the boat.  We regret to learn that she was only insured for $15,000.  Capt. Parker, one of the best 
pilots on the Upper Mississippi, was at the wheel.  Capt. H., will at once commence suit against the Railway Co., for 
damages sustained by the loss of his boat. 
 
IR  Sep. 25, 1856 - The steamer Avondale, valued at $32,000 was sunk a few days ago below Memphis, in twenty feet water, 
by striking a snag. 
 
IR  Dec. 11, 1856 - Steamboat Accident - The new steamer Kentucky, Portsmouth and Cincinnati packet, on her second trip 
up from Cincinnati, burst a steampipe, last Saturday evening, at Smith’s Landing, 40 miles above Cincinnati, badly 
scalding 17 person, six of them deck passengers and 11 deck hands, and fireman.  Three of them died within a few hours 
and most of the others were not expected to recover.  Wash. Kidwell was the engineer on watch at the time, but he 
escaped injury.  The accident is attributed to a flaw in the copper pipe, and “no blame is attached to the officers.”  Damage 
to the boat said to be not over $1,000. 
 
IR  Dec. 31, 1857 - The steamer Era No. 1, owned by the Messrs. Kouns, of this county [Lawrence], and under the command 
of Capt. Ben Kouns, bound from Red River to New Orleans with a cargo of cotton, was snagged and sunk a few days ago; 
boat said to be a total loss. The Era No. 2, Capt. John Kouns, at last accounts, was doing a good business down in that 
country.  
 
IR  Jan. 7, 1858 - Steamboat burned.  The Hibernia, Capt. I. N. Cooke, was burned to the waters edge, above Wheeling, on 
last Thursday night. - The value of the boat was about $12,000; insured.  She had no freight.  Capt. Cooke received a fall, 
injuring him severely; and his brother, the 2d clerk, was dangerously hurt by someone throwing a trunk on him. 
 
IR  Jan. 14, 1858 - The Steamer Era No. 1, Capt. Ben Kouns, recently sunk in Red River, has been raised and repaired at 
New Orleans; she was reported to be a total loss at first.  
 
IR  Jan. 21, 1858 - Steamboat Accidents.  The Report of the inspectors say that in four years ending with 1857 (subsequent 
to the passage of the Steamboat Law of Congress,) there were seven explosions, and 132 lives lost; by other disasters 214 
lives were lost - total in four years 346.  In the five years previous to this 1,571 lives were lost by steamboat disasters. 
 
IR  Feb. 4, 1858 - Terrible Steamboat Disaster.  The steamer Fanny Fern, bound up, exploded one of her boilers, on 
Thursday afternoon, Jan. 28th, a little below North Bend.  The boat immediately took fire and burned to the water’s edge; 
floating down, the hull sunk near the Kentucky shore.  Some fifteen persons lost their lives and several others were 
injured. 
 Among the lost, was Capt. Ben Woodward, of Newport, Ky., who was in charge of the boat; a Mr. and Mrs. 
Murphy, of Pennsylvania, forced aft by the flames, were seen to jump into the river, and sink, locked in each other’s arms; 
a Mrs. Evans and child, on their way to Mason Co., Ky., also drowned; John W. Kerr, a coal boatman, of Pittsburgh, badly 
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injured, died in a few hours; the porter; the chambermaid, and some others of the crew, and some deck passengers also 
lost their lives. 
 The Clerks, Alfred J. Rogers and Henry Drum, were both in the office, and were both blown into the river, but 
were rescued, both scalded, Mr. Rogers badly.  Moses Scott, the pilot on watch, after the first shock, found himself, lame 
and bruised between the two remaining boilers, with the wheel still in his hands, but he escaped without further injury. 
 Altogether it was the most terrible steamboat disaster that has occurred on the Ohio River for several years. 
 
IR  Feb. 11, 1858 - Another Steamboat Explosion. - The Col. Crossman, bound for New Orleans to St. Louis, exploded below 
New Madrid, on the night of the 4th; over 20 lives lost; boat took fire and burned to the water’s edge; loss on boat and 
cargo reported at $60,000. 
 
IR  Feb. 11, 1858 - Steamboat Lost. - The steamboat Stephen Decatur, a new boat built at Pittsburgh, last season, was sunk 
above Memphis, a few days ago, by striking on the wreck of the sunken steamer A. L. Shotwell.  She was bound up with 
nearly 600 tons of groceries.  Boat and cargo said to be a total loss - boat $40,000; cargo $20,000. 
 
IR  Mar. 4, 1858 - The steamer Jas. E. Woodruff, one of the finest St. Louis and New Orleans boats, while aground at Hat 
Island, in the Mississippi, was sunk by ice a few days ago. 
 
IR  Mar. 4, 1858 - The steamer Henry A. Jones, Captain William Knight, bound from Cincinnati to Parkersburgh was 
burned to the water’s edge about a mile below Augusta, Kentucky, last Saturday night, at 10 o’clock.  There were between 
twenty and thirty passengers on board most of whom had retired to their berths for the night.  A cabin boy, as we are 
informed, undertook to fill a lighted lamp in the _______ with “burning fluid,” and by this criminal carelessness the 
explosive liquid was set on fire, enveloping the boat in rapid flames __ that there was only time to run the boat to the 
Kentucky shore to which she was near, and for those on board to escape with their lives, some by jumping overboard, 
some by throwing over cotton bales, and getting upon them.  Most of the passengers lost more or less of their baggage and 
clothing.  Thomas Proctor, of this town, was on board, returning from Louisiana, and escaped by jumping into the river, in 
deep water, and lost clothes, and articles that he was bringing up for his family ____ to the amount of over $100.  Boat and 
cargo total loss, together with books and papers.  The boat was owned by Captain Knight, of this county [Lawrence], and 
Captain P. Rogers, of Cincinnati, and was valued at $14,000; insured for $11,000. 
 
IR  Mar. 4, 1858 - Five steamboats were burned at New Orleans Feb. 21st. - The Virginia, Montauk, Jas. Montgomery, Sherman 
and S S Prentiss. 
 
IR  Mar. 25, 1858 - The steamer St. Lawrence bound for Pittsburgh, to New Orleans, with a full cargo, struck rocks at or 
near Pomeroy, last Sunday night and sunk; boat and cargo said to be total loss. 
 
IR  Apr. 15, 1858 - The steamer Venture was capsized and sunk, at Gallipolis, on Monday, 12th inst.  Capt. Donnelly, we 
learn, was not on board.  She had left Pomeroy on her regular trip for Portsmouth, and had landed at Gallipolis, in high 
wind, with bow down; the person in charge of the boat, a “green hand” at commanding, for some cause, it is said, had the 
boat backed out to round-to, and come in as usual bow up; while the boat was rocking in the trough of heavy waves (or 
swell) a gust of wind capsized her, rolling the boilers off and drowning seven men and boys, all, as we learn, hands of the 
boat. 
 
IR  Apr. 29, 1858 - AWFUL 'STEAMBOAT MURDERS 
Terrible Effects of Racing - Burning of the steamer Ocean Spray, together with the Keokuk and Star of the West - Twenty or 
more Lives Lost. 
           The fine steamer Ocean Spray was set on fire, Thursday evening, 22d, just above St. Louis, by the use of turpentine, 
while racing, in a manner that shows astonishing recklessness on part of the officers, a criminal disregard of property and 
of life. The boat started out from St. Louis, between 4 and 5 o'clock, on her way to Peoria, and just after the Hannibal City 
backed out, bound for Keokuk. - Both were "splendid" boats, and the rivalry between them in reference to speed was 
great. They commenced racing, the Hannibal City about one hundred yards behind; and both freely applied rosin freely to 
the fires. When some three miles out, the Hannibal City commenced gaining on the Ocean Spray, and the latter had a barrel 
of turpentine hoisted out of the hold, and by its free use commenced gaining in turn; but when about five miles out by this 
utter recklessness the boat was set on fire, destroying much property and many lives, the number is uncertain, but 
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between twenty and thirty. The burning boat floated down to the upper part of the city, and set fire to the Keokuk and Star 
of the West, both valuable steamers, which were entirely consumed. The three boats were valued at about $100,000, besides 
the cargo on the Ocean Spray, which latter boat was owned by the Captain, Waldo Marsh. The following paragraphs are 
taken from the thrilling account in the St. Louis Democrat: 
 
STATEMENT OF J. H. DENISTON, LYNCHBURG, O. 
          He says that when the Ocean Spray was within about a mile of where she took fire, she saw the Hannibal City gaining 
on her, and the command was given to put turpentine in the furnaces. He says he had been very much interested in the 
race, and had taken a position in front, where the steps come down together, so that he could see them firing up. They first 
threw in rosin, and then the mate suggested turpentine. The captain was by when the order was given, and some of the 
men went down into the hold and brought up a barrel of turpentine which had been consigned to some person in Peoria. 
The men took an axe and split a hole in the head of the barrel, and then, under orders of the mate, dipped the fluid out 
and threw it over the coal that was lying by. This was not expeditious enough and the head of the barrel was knocked in, 
and a bucket with a piece of rope to it was used to dip out the turpentine. The barrel at this time was standing not more 
than six feet from the furnace doors. After dipping with the bucket and sprinkling the coal, sticks of wood were taken up 
and their ends plunged into the barrel, and then laid down between the barrel and furnace. While lying there, one of the 
firemen in pulling out his rake jerked a live coal, as is supposed, on the wood, when it was immediately ignited, and 
blazed up furiously.  
          The mate swore at the men and ordered them to throw water on the fire. The water seemed to drive the flames to 
the barrel, which was soon all ablaze. The mate grew furious, and cursing the hands, ordered them to cast barrel 
overboard. In attempting to do this the barrel was upset, and the burning fluid in an instant spread all over the deck and 
poured in fiery torrents down into the hold. At this the cry of fire was shouted and the alarm became general.  
           Mr. Deniston says he immediately ran up stairs for his baggage. He dragged his trunk and carpet sack as far as the 
clerk's office, when he saw the flames coming in at the door in front of them. He dropped the trunk and umbrella, and 
made a dash for the stairway through the flames. Somehow, he says, he reached the bottom of the stairs, but not without 
having his hair and eyebrows pretty badly singed. Here, at the forward deck he found a crowd of men all waiting for the 
boat to strike shore. He jumped when the rest did, and landing safely, he began to throw in the river all the pieces of wood 
or logs he could gather on the shore. While on the shore he saw the women rushing over the top of the boat, some on the 
hurricane roof, and some, even, with their children up on the Texas, all imploring for help and screaming from the fright 
of the moment. He saw one mother bring three children to the edge of the hurricane roof, the oldest being about ten years 
old. She first caught her youngest in her arms, and gave it a desperate fling. It struck shore with great violence, and must 
have been seriously injured. The second child she could not throw so far, and it fell in the water, where its little hands, 
paddling above the surface arrested the attention of some gentlemen, who reached it and saved it. The third child being so 
heavy, fell further from the shore, and would probably have drowned but for some noble-hearted man, who having 
witnessed the efforts of the heroic mother, plunged in head foremost and brought the child to the surface and to the shore. 
The mother afterwards leaped in the water and was rescued.  
          Mr. Deniston says some four or five women were found clinging to one woman, who was holding on to the rudder 
of the Star of the West, and that while the flames were raging, he saw some poor woman at the railing just in front of the 
wheel house. Those on shore shouted to her to jump, which she attempted to do, but was caught by her clothing, and 
swung under the railing, down into the engine room, where all was one blaze of fire." 
 
IR  Jun. 10, 1858 - The canal boat St. Cloud, bound from Cleveland to Ironton, by way of the canal, the Muskingum and the 
Ohio rivers, struck a rock on the Muskingum, on Thursday, 3d inst., and sank in 30 ft. water.  She had a cargo of some 70 
tons of Lake Superior iron ore, for the Star Nail Mill, and the Lawrence Rolling Mill, of this place; said to be a total loss 
together with the boat. 
 
IR  Jun. 17, 1858 - Terrible Steamboat Explosion.  The well known packet Pennsylvania, formerly of the Pittsburgh and 
Cincinnati line, exploded on Sunday morning, 13th inst., about seventy miles below Memphis, and burned to the waters 
edge.  She was bound up from New Orleans, and is reported to have had about three hundred and fifty passengers on 
board.  The telegraph reports that about one hundred lives were lost.  The boat was still owned at Pittsburgh. 
 
IR  Jun. 24, 1858 -  
STEAMER PENNSYLVANIA  
ITS EXPLOSION AND BURNING 
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We mentioned the fact, last week, that the fine steamer Pennsylvania, formerly of the Pittsburgh and Cincinnati packet line, 
and lately running between St. Louis and New Orleans, exploded her boilers, some seventy miles below Memphis, on 
Sunday morning, 13th inst. It was a terrible affair, one of the most awful steamboat disasters that ever occurred on the 
Western waters. The number of lives lost will never be precisely known; it can be judged only a knowledge of about the 
number of persons on board, said to be 4_ and the number known to be saved, which leaves nearly or quite, two-hundred 
lives lost. 

The boat left New Orleans for St. Louis on the 9th of June, and exploded four of her boilers, from want of water in 
them, it is said, at about 6 o'clock on the morning of the 13th, just above Ship Island. She was under way at the time, some 
300 yards from the shore, the river was a flood stage, and the boat taking fire and burning to the water's edge, caused a 
terrible loss of life, many being burnt to death or drowned, who had escaped the explosion.  

The following are extracts from the St. Louis paper:  
 
DETAILS OF THE EXPLOSION 
          The cabin was torn to pieces forward to her wheel houses. Very few of the passengers were out of their staterooms 
at the time. The passengers in the after part of the cabin - men, women and children rushed out, and the utmost confusion 
ensued among them. 
         At the point of disaster, the river is at least two miles wide. The whole country is submerged. There was no hope for 
the very best of swimmers. The river swept with tremendous force through the chute and bottoms, and in a very short 
time all that could be seen of the ruin was a smouldering mass resembling burning brush half smothered by water. 
           At the time of the explosion, Capt. Klinefelter was in the barber shop being shaved, and at the explosion the barber 
says – the Captain exclaimed – "Oh my God! what is that?" He hurried out through the back door and climbed upon the 
hurricane roof, as all the forward part of the boat was blown to pieces. Too much credit it cannot be awarded to Capt. 
Klinefelter for his daring and gallant conduct in endeavoring to save both life and property. 
           After the explosion the boat commenced drifting down with the current. As quickly as possible Capt. Klinefelter 
and two or three of his men made an attempt to carry a line ashore by the yawl, but from the line being too short, or some 
other cause, they did not succeed. Without losing a moment's time the Captain ordered the yawl turned down stream to 
wood-yard, for the purpose of bringing an empty wood-boat, which was lying there, to the rescue. This boat was not 
supplied with oars, and it was an exceedingly difficult matter to accomplish this purpose, but by dint of skill and hard 
labor the Captain succeeded in getting it alongside. 
           In from three to five minutes from the time the wood-boat touched the steamer, it was discovered that the 
Pennsylvania was on fire. - The fire appeared to issue from about the after end of the boilers, and in one minute from the 
time of the alarm, the boat was wrapped in flames. Passengers and crew immediately rushed from the burning boat upon 
the wood-boat, and filled it as full as they could stand. Captain Klinefelter was the last man that jumped from the steamer 
to the wood-boat as it was being pushed off, with its living freight, from the burning boat. 
 
DECK PASSENGERS 
        After shoving the wood-boat from the steamer there were a good many deck passengers seen rushing out with their 
trunks, boxes, &c., in the hope of saving their little stock of plunder, and by trying to save their effects, they lost their lives, 
for it was impossible for us to render them any assistance. I remember seeing one man and woman, who, from their 
appearance, were German immigrants, hanging to a line from the stern of the boat - the man holding the line with one 
hand and his chest with the other, and as the boat swung around they disappeared from view. They, doubtless, remained 
in this position until they were compelled, by the heat of the flames, to loose their hold and drown. The cabin passengers 
with the exception of one or two, behaved with great coolness and decision, and rendered one another every assistance in 
their power, but among the deck passengers the greatest excitement prevailed. It seemed that all they cared for was to 
save their plunder, throwing it over the guards into the wood-boat not heeding where it fell. A number of the passengers 
in the wood-boat were bruised and injured by the falling of the trunks and boxes into the boat. From this disposition to 
save baggage, many of the deckers were lost, who would otherwise have saved their lives. 
 
SUFFERING AND RELIEF 
           The scalded victims suffered much from the heat of the sun, as the whole country was overflowed, and we could 
not succeed in getting the boat to the main land, and in this condition we were obliged to remain under a broiling sun for 
fully eight hours. The women and children who were unhurt also suffered excessively from the heat of the sun and 
hunger. After remaining on the island eight hours, the steamer Imperial, bound down, came to our relief, and after giving 
us a good dinner, put us on board the Kate Frisbee and Diana, bound up. 
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TERRIBLE INCIDENTS 
           Mrs. Witt, of St. Louis, was taken from the ruins just as the fire broke out, perfectly blind, and in a dying condition; 
by that time the wood boat had left the steamer, and a young man, who was endeavoring to rescue her, was compelled to 
jump overboard, and swim to the wood boat to save his own life. - Mrs. Fulton was not seen after the explosion. There 
was a man buried in the wreck who, from his expressions, must have been either a sugar or cotton planter - as in his 
despair he said he had money, negroes, and a plantation, and would give all to save his life. He was covered deeply in the 
ruins and the fire coming on so rapidly it was impossible to rescue him.  
           A passenger states that that the boat was so crowded that he had to sleep in "Texas," in a room with four berths, 
with the watchman. He being in the rear berth, was saved, but as he lay in his berth paralyzed with terror, he saw his 
room-mates in the two berths opposite go down into river under the confused mass of wreck. 
           A gentleman and his wife, who occupied a room toward the cabin division, died most horribly, having burned 
alive. In the fall of the rubbish caused by the explosion, they were caught under a heap of ruins of the fallen rooms, a 
boiler fell on that. He implored the others to extricate them, and offered all he was worth. The attempt was made, but it 
was impossible to save them, as the boat was then on fire.  
           Mr. King, a passenger on the Diana, says the cabin floor of the Kate Frisbee presented the most horrible sight he ever 
witnessed. - From one end to the other lay, huddled together, the wounded, the dying and the dead. The air resounded 
with cries of sorrow or of pain, and the voices of the dying, growing fainter and fainter, until the lips were sealed, made 
an impression upon the mind never to be erased. 
 
THRILLING ACCOUNT OF THE DISASTER 
           J. P. Tice, a passenger on the Pennsylvania writes a letter to the Cincinnati Commercial, from which we extract as 
follows: 
           The books were not saved, but a careful estimate of the number of persons on board falls but a little short of four 
hundred and fifty souls; all that were saved cannot by any possibility exceed 250. It is supposed that fifty or sixty were 
lost in the cabin. The boilers seemed to be heaved upward and forward, parting the cabin at the gangway, and rendering 
the upper works of the boat from that point forward a complete wreck. Out of twenty-six state-rooms, all full, only six or 
eight persons have survived. Those occupying rooms aft of the gangway were nearly all saved. When the steam and 
smoke had cleared up from the wreck, there indeed was a mournful spectacle presented to the vision of the few survivors. 
The boilers and smoke stacks were twisted together like hugs serpents, locking in their hot embrace scores of human 
beings, dead and dying. Some were killed instantly; others were buried beneath the rubbish, to await the advance of the 
flames which as yet slumbered in the hold. Small fires that sprung up on the forward part of the boat were promptly 
extinguished, and for the time, all danger seemed at an end. 
           The flat was made fast to the stern, when nearly all who were left alive were taken in. All the fire in the forward 
part of the wreck had been extinguished, and we were congratulating ourselves as to our chances of safety once more, 
directing our efforts to the wounded and dying, when the flames burst out amidships, preceded only a moment by a 
dense cloud of smoke. At last the flat was urged away from the wreck, and once more the saved breathed free. 
           Some were still on the wreck, crouching and trying to hide from the angry heat, staying until at last they seized 
some plank or drift, and committed themselves to the waters. - The fire was so sudden and so unexpected that those on 
the bow of the boat had no means of escaping except by swimming. 
           The wreck floated majestically down the stream, until we lost sight of her around the point below, going, as we 
ascertained, some mile or two down and lodging on a sand-bar. 
           Those who have never seen destruction like this cannot form the faintest idea of it. - One was buried unhurt beneath 
the rubbish, screaming and imploring for mercy and for help - mercy which only God could grant, and help which no 
early force could render. - Here was one shaking the scalded flesh from his hands and arms, leaving the white bones dry 
and naked; another striving in vain to drag a huge splinter from his side; another with his limbs caught beneath the 
heated boilers, screaming in mortal agony; some with their heads blown off; some with their bowels protruding; others 
sleeping quietly in death, without a mark on their persons - one, a lady, blown naked from her berth, scalded and 
mangled in a most shocking manner. 
           No pen can portray scenes like these - no language convey the ghastly horrors that hover around a scene like that. 
           As to the cause of the explosion, none can tell. Some say it was burning coal in unsuitable furnaces. The grates had 
just been cleaned, and new and powerful fires were just at their most intense heat. Some say she was working but little 
steam, and that the accumulation of power overcome the old and somewhat weakened boilers. Some attribute it to low 
water. Some, if not all, of these things might have been the cause; but what, in all probability will forever remain a 
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mystery. More of the deck passengers were killed from the fact that it was a cool morning, and many were standing and 
laying near the boilers to keep warm. The cause of the sudden fire amidship was the turpentine stowed below.  
J. P. Tice. 
 
CAPT. KLINEFELTER'S STATEMENT 
           Capt. Klinefelter, of the Pennsylvania, has arrived at St. Louis. He reports that he had 300 tons freight, the U. S. mail, 
and two hundred and fifty deck passengers only. Instead of four boilers bursting together, a flue collapsed, which blew 
out forward, while the boiler went aft. As it was about 6 o'clock in the morning, few persons were out forward, and the 
loss of life was small, compared with the number of passengers, and was principally confined to the deck passengers, 
deck hands and firemen. The number, Capt. Klinefelter says, cannot be more than twenty-five or thirty, and only about 
twelve injured, who are at Memphis and all doing well. 
           This gives "both sides" of the matter: it is probable that passengers may have exaggerated the loss of life, while it is 
probable also, that Capt. Klinefelter has considerable under-rated the loss of life of the terrible affair.  
 
IR  Jul. 15, 1858 - The Pennsylvania’s Safe.  The diving bell boat recovered the safe of the steamer Pennsylvania from the 
wreck, the other day.  We learn that the gold was so near melting that all the coin was sticking together.  Not very safe this.  
Vicksburg Whig. 
 
IR  Jul. 30, 1858 - Drowning of Charles Voglesong. - Last Thursday evening, Charles Voglesong, in company with Charles 
Creighton, went across the river to bathe.  They had been in the water some time, when the tow-boat Clipper came along.  
Taking their skiff, which was made of thin pine boards and very light, they rowed out into the waves of the boat.  As soon 
as they reached the waves, which was opposite the foot of Centre street, Creighton leaped in, and swam against the 
current, and so continued until Voglesong, with the skiff, had floated down the river 50 or a hundred yards.  The latter 
then jumped into the water, when the skiff was blown from his reach by a stiff breeze.  But the swimmers pulled with all 
their might for the skiff, but Voglesong’s strength soon gave way, and he sank when within ten feet of the skiff, exclaiming 
something which Creighton could not understand.  Creighton was then some forty yards distant.  B. Butterfield went out 
with a skiff and got Creighton in, but the latter was not too much exhausted to refrain from diving several times after his 
lost comrade. 
 The intelligence ran through town like a terrible shock, and soon brought a large crowd to the banks.  Every effort 
was made to reclaim the body.  Some of the most foolish and superstitious processes were put into operation for this 
purpose, but, of course, without any success.  All day Friday, men were hunting for the body. 
 Strange to say, the body was found floating in the river 16 miles below here, Saturday morning.  It was taken out 
by the good people there, and buried decently, though they were perfectly ignorant who it was.  Intelligence of the fact 
arriving here, some friends went down Sunday morning and exhumed the corpse.  The body was altogether past 
recognition, excepting to Dr. Morris, and he was only able to judge from the marks of a peculiar surgical operation, which 
he performed on the leg of the deceased, a long time ago.  The body was brought up and buried last Monday morning. 
 The deceased was a quiet, unassuming young man and well liked by his acquaintances.  He had for about a year 
been studying medicine with Dr. Morris, and had attended one course of lecture at Cleveland.  The afflicted family have 
the sympathy of the entire city in their bereavement. 
 
IR  Apr. 28, 1859 - The steamer Conestoga [coal tow boat] burst a cylinder head opposite Ironton, on Thursday afternoon, 
21st inst., severely injuring the mate, and scalding a deck hand, Joseph Moffet, of Reading, Pa., so severely that he died in a 
few hours afterwards. 
 
IR  May 12, 1859 - The steamer Jacob Traber, owned at South Point, in this county, by her Captain, P. S. Davidson, and 
perhaps others, was sunk at Cincinnati, on Friday the 6th inst., by striking a submerged pile of pig iron, while attempting 
to land at the wharf.  The boat is a total wreck; and was insured for $6,000. 
 
IR  May 12, 1859 - Ten Steamboats were destroyed by fire, at Pittsburgh, on Saturday noon, the 7th inst. - all sternwheelers 
- to wit:  Henry Graff, Belmont, Jennie Gray, Council Bluff, Potomac, James Wood, Joseph H. Conn, Panola, Cremons, and 
Commerce.  They were all Pittsburgh boats, and their value estimated by the underwriters, was $122,000, which of course, 
does not include freight; most of the boats had but little freight on board. 
 
IR  May 19, 1859 - Steamboats Burned.  The steamers Monongahela and Edinburgh, were burned to the water’s edge, 
opposite St. Louis, on the 15th inst.  They were without freight, but the loss is estimated at $38,000 on the boats.  This 
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makes 14 steamboats destroyed on the western river within two weeks - 10 burned at Pittsburgh, the Jacob Traber at 
Cincinnati, and the Lucy [Lucie?] May on the Mississippi.  The St. Nicholas was destroyed by explosion and fire on the 
Mississippi, some three weeks ago. 
 
IR  Jun. 9, 1859 - The steamer Piots, a Red River boat, was burned above New Orleans, on the 4th inst., loss $14,000.  Two 
hands reported lost and all the passengers saved. 
 
IR  Jun. 9, 1859 - The steamer Era No. 1, owned by the Messrs. Kouns, of this county, was sunk recently in the Upper Red 
River, with 480 bales of cotton on board.  A new boat is to be built forthwith at Brownsville, Pa., to take its place. 
 
IR  Jun. 23, 1859 - More Steamboats Burned at Pittsburgh.  The steamers Endeavor and Gazel were destroyed by fire at 
Pittsburgh, on the morning of the 15th inst.  There was no freight on board of either boat. 
 
IR  Jun. 23, 1859 - The steamer Grapeshot was sunk on the Arkansas river, on the 11th inst.  This is the fourth time this boat 
has been sunk; raised three times, but now a total loss. 
 
IR  Jul. 7, 1859 - The steamer C. W. Sombart was burned to the water’s edge, a few miles above St. Louis, on June 28th; boat 
valued at $28,000.  This makes about twenty steamboats destroyed on the Western Rivers during the months of May and 
June - twelve by fire at Pittsburgh, three by fire at St. Louis, besides several boats sunk. 
 
IR  Aug. 11, 1859 - Steamer Sunk.  The Kate May, a new boat, was sunk by a snag 18 miles below Cincinnati, on the night of 
the 4th inst., freight much damaged, but the boat will probably be raised. 
 
IR  Aug. 18, 1859 - Sunk. The steamer Kate Howard was sunk on the Missouri river, on the night of the 11th inst., a total loss, 
no lives lost. 
 
IR  Oct. 6, 1859 - STEAMBOAT DISASTERS 
The Louisville Courier gives the following list of accidents which occurred on the Western waters during the first six 
months of this year [1859]. 
 
Boats snagged 22 
Boats exploded 4 
Boats burnt 26 
Lost by collision 13 
Lost by Rock Island Bridge 1 
Lost by running against bank 2 
Boats foundered 3 
Sunk by ice 2 
Lost in storm 1 
Total number of boats lost 74 
Flatboats lost 36? 
Lives lost 237 
Value of boats and cargoes ?1,770,520 (possible 31,770,520] 

 Were it not for such lists as these the public could form no adequate conception of the number of lives and 
amount of property annually lost by such causalities - no less than 674 lives sacrificed per annum.  The greatest loss 
appear to have been caused by the burning of boats no less than 26 being consumed; and next to this come 23 sunk by 
snags. - Does any one doubt the possibility of providing a remedy for most of these disasters? - We do not, it is to be found 
in building the western steamboats of iron, watertight compartments, and with very strong cells at the bows.  Will our 
western boat builders and engineers devote attention to this subject? 
 
IR  Jan. 19, 1860 - Steamboat Disasters on Western Rivers.  The St. Louis (Mo.) Democrat gives the losses for 1859, as 
follows:  Steamboats sunk, some of which were subsequently raised, 62; steamboats burnt, 26; steamboats lost by 
explosion, 4; steamboats exploded steampipes, 2; lives lost by steamboat disasters, 896; estimated loss of property, 
?2,133,000.  The sinking of the sixty-two steamers was the result of the following causes:  Encountering snags, logs, 
sawyers, and stumps, 25; ice, 3; foundered in storm, 3; collisions with hidden obstruction, 31.  There were, in all, collisions 
of boat with boat, or with river banks, bridges and wharf boats, causing disaster or considerable damage, 29. 
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IR  May 24, 1860 - The steamer Silver Star was burnt on the lower Ohio, on Saturday night, the 12th inst., and five lives 
were lost. 
 
IR  May 24, 1860 - The steamer Orb, from Pittsburgh for Red River, with a cargo of railroad iron, was snagged and sank, a 
total loss, in the Mississippi, above Memphis on the 12th inst. 
 
IR  Jun. 7, 1860  
The old steamer Scioto No. 2 was burned at Shippingsport, on the 2d inst. - She was nine years old, having first come out 
as the Portsmouth and Cincinnati packet, July 4, 1851. 
 
IR  Sep. 13, 1860 - The steamer Ohio No. 2 was sunk a few days ago, a total loss. Capt. Sayre is now completing a side-
wheel packet for the Marietta and Cincinnati trade.  
 
IR  Nov. 15, 1860 - The friends of William H. Crawford, in this place, will be sorry to learn that his keelboat “Star,” which 
left Marietta on Wednesday morning of last week, bound for New Orleans, loaded with produce, grindstones, lumber, 
&c., valued at $2,500, struck a rock at 3 o’clock Thursday morning, and was sunk, a total loss.  The crew escaped.  We 
have not learned the amount of insurance. 
 
IR  Feb. 20, 1862 - The Steamboat Science running between this port and Pittsburgh ran foul of a snag on her upward trip 
on Friday last, a short distance above Pomeroy, and sunk to her hurricane deck in a short time.  The late freshets have 
brought down considerable floating timber, trees, &c., one of the last, having lodged about fifty feet from shore, at the 
point above named, and on which she struck.  The Science had a coal barge in tow at the time from which she was taking 
in coal.  Her cargo consisted of 1,341 barrels of flour, one half of it choice “Diamond,” belonging to W. H. & E. L. Langley,  
also 315 bags of bran.  She had also 378 barrels of flour, shipped by Messrs. Aleshire & Wadell of the Eureka, and 82 by H. 
N. Neal of the Buckeye Mills.  Her whole cargo was manufactured and  shipped from Gallipolis, and will of course be 
seriously damaged.  Messrs. Langley, having an open policy of insurance will sustain no loss other than inconvenience to 
their consignees in the amount of regular shipments.  We are not advised whether the other gentlemen were insured or 
not.  The loss of the boat will prove a serious one to her owners.  Whether any blame attaches to the pilot we know not, 
but presume the accident was unavoidable on his part.  Another boat will take her place in the line, so that shippers may 
not be unnecessarily delayed. - Gallipolis Journal. 
 
IR  Aug. 4, 1864 - The steamer b. M. Runyan, on the 21st ultimo, having on board nearly 600 hundred people including 440 
of the 10th MISSOURI CAVALRY together with 111 mules, 62 horses, and 15 wagons, struck a snag, fifteen miles below 
Greenville, Mississippi, and sank to the hurricane roof in five minutes.  Fifty lives were lost.  The boat and her freight is a 
total loss. 
 
IR  Sep. 8, 1864 - On Saturday last, during a heavy thunderstorm in the afternoon, Mr. Cox’s store-boat, lying at the 
Virginia [now WV] shore above Guyandotte, was struck by lightening and two men were killed.  The electric fluid passed 
down the flag-pole, and entered the bodies of the deceased, who had taken shelter from the storm.  Others were present 
but were not injured. 
 
IR  Nov. 3, 1864 - On last Friday, the splendid passenger packet, Belle of St. Louis, in the Memphis and Cairo trade, was 
boarded by a band of guerrillas at Randolph, some sixty miles above the city, when a hand to hand fight ensued; owing to 
the presence of mind of the officers she was backed out, leaving the Clerk and twenty-five hands on shore.  In the melee 
which ensued, two paymasters were killed, also several of the rebels.  It was supposed that the landing of the boat was 
effected through the efforts of one of the passengers who desired to ship some cotton.  The cotton shipper was among the 
missing.  There was $184,00 on board which it was supposed they were after. 
 
IR  Nov. 10, 1864 - The steamer C.T. Dumont, exploded a steam-pipe just as she was leaving the wharf, last Sunday, 
tearing up the floor way in the cabin, and creating the greatest consternation among the darkies, and passengers.  One 
man jumped overboard.  No lives lost, after a delay of six hours she got off. 
 
IR  Dec. 15, 1864 - The new steamer, Maria, when sixty miles from St. Louis, on her way to Cairo, exploded Sunday 
morning, was run on a bar, and was burned.  Twenty-five persons are reported killed, thirty wounded, and twelve 
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missing.  One hundred and eight head of horses and mules were also destroyed.  The disaster is differently ascribed to 
want of water in the boilers, and to the explosion of some ammunition in the hold. 
 
IR  Feb. 2, 1865 - The steamer Eclipse, exploded her boilers on the Tennessee River last Friday, twenty-seven persons were 
killed, a number were drowned and about sixty soldiers badly scalded. 
 
IR  Feb. 23, 1865 - A telegram has just been received from Gallipolis by Mike Wise, stating that the Nettie Hartupee took fire 
while tied to the lower wharf boat, and was totally destroyed.  She was owned by a company. - Wise and Ike Kouns, of 
Union Township, were part owners.  Some of the parties were insured, others not.  Wise had $2,700 invested and no 
insurance. 
 
IR  Nov. 16, 1865 - RIVER NEWS 
The river still continues to recede, but is yet in a fair boating stage.  The weather remains beautiful.  Captain Carner’s 
Ferry Boat sunk last Saturday, while ferrying cattle, - the cattle ran over to one side careering the boat, so that she took 
water, while out some distance in the river.  She was turned towards shore, but sank before she fairly reached it.  The 
Captain has her raised again and will soon have her in running order. 
 
IR  Dec. 14, 1865 - Steamboat Accident. - A dreadful catastrophe happened on the Kanawha river on the 4th of the month, 
by the explosion of the boilers, on the Cottage No. 2, while bound for Charleston.  The explosion, which occurred just 
above Winfield, was most terrific, completely demolishing the forepart of the boat.  Two persons were killed, fifteen badly 
scalded, and eight missing.  Of the injured, four have since died, including Capt. James Newton. 
 
IR  Dec. 14, 1865 - A melancholy affair occurred on the “Robt. Moore,” while on her upward bound trip, last Thursday 
night.  A young man named S. G. Wurts, Jr., returned to his berth in good health and spirits, and next morning he was 
missing.  It is supposed that during the night he arose in his sleep, and walked overboard.  This happened between New 
Richmond and Manchester.  The body has not been found.  $100 is offered for its recovery.  [Sleepwalking can be 
hazardous to your health!  See March 15, 1866 for the finding of the body.] 
 
IR  Feb 8, 1866 - On Sunday last, Dr. Mopin of Barboursville, West Va., was instantly killed, while standing on the 
Guyandotte wharf-boat.  The Steamer St. James was just moving away, and her guards, which were much higher than 
those of the wharf-boat, extended so far over as to catch the Doctor and press him to death.  The deceased was just 
returning from Cincinnati, and had got off at Guyandotte to go to his home. 
 
IR  Feb. 15, 1866 

The steamer “Golden Era” struck a sunken barge at Fuller’s Landing, just above Guyandotte, on last Monday 
night, and sank in about twenty minutes.  Several feet of her hull on the starboard side were stoved in.  Tuesday evening 
she was lying well, but the situation was unfavorable, on account of the rise in the river.  At that time the water was 
within two feet of her cabin door.  She was owned by Capt’s Kerr, Blagg, and Sayre, and Messrs. Holliday, Gilruth, and 
Bryan.  We understand the insurance was light. 
 
IR  Mar. 15, 1866 - The body of Samuel Wurts, the young man who, while in a somnambulic state, walked overboard and 
was drowned, from the steamer Robert Moore, near Manchester, about three months since, was found on Friday last at the 
mouth of Indian Creek, Campbell County, Kentucky, having floated twenty miles.  It was taken to Maysville for burial.  - 
Portsmouth Times. 
 
IR  Feb. 28, 1867 - Capt. Jas. G. Shute of this county, was one of the missing on the David White, when she blew up, on the 
Mississippi, last week. The Captain was a man who had the good opinion of his neighbors. His family resides at 
Burlington.  
 
IR  Nov. 28, 1867 - SUNK - The steamer Dexter run on a reef just below Sciotoville last Thursday evening, and sunk in a 
few feet of water.  She struck with considerable force, producing the greatest consternation among the passengers.  Loss 
about $1,000, covered by insurance.  She will be raised immediately. 
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IR  Nov. 28, 1867 - HENRY LOGAN SUNK. - This steamer started from the wharf, at this place [Ironton], last Sunday 
morning, in a heavy fog, bound up the river.  But instead of pursing its contemplated course, it glided diagonally across 
the river, and struck a rock near the Kentucky shore, sinking in a few minutes.  A hole over ten feet long was made in the 
bow.  Efforts are now being made to raise her, which may, with difficulty, prove successful.  No insurance. 
 
IR  Dec. 5, 1867 - Henry Logan Raised.  This craft has been raised and moored to the Ironton wharf.  One section of the hull 
is yet filled with water, so that barges are required to buoy the boat up.  She will soon go on the “ways.” 
 
IR  Jan. 9, 1868 - EXPLOSION OF THE HARRY DEAN - Terrible Disaster. -  No steamboat disaster has struck the people of 
this place with such sorrow as the explosion of the Harry Dean.  She had just left Gallipolis and was rounding the point 
two miles below, when her boilers exploded, fearfully blowing the fore part of the craft, and almost immediately 
enveloping the boat in flames.  Her passenger list was light, but cargo very heavy, consisting of 400 barrels of oil, potatoes, 
apples, &c.  The pilot maintained his position until the boat reached the shore. 
 A lady passenger says that she was looking at Captain Norton of this place, and Captain Biggs of Ashland, at the 
time the explosion took place.  They were standing in the forepart of the cabin conversing when, in a twinkling, they were 
blown out of sight.  Their remains have not been discovered.  Major Ryder, who was killed, was a splendid young 
gentleman, formerly Assistant Adjutant General on General Duval’s staff in West Va.  Miss Phillips of this place, was on 
the boat but managed to escape by jumping into the river. 
 Besides the officers and crew, there were about twenty-five passengers on board -a smaller lot than the Harry 
Dean usually has, which is a fortunate circumstance.  Among those who lost their lives by the accident, we have heard of 
the following:  Major J. W. Ryder, of the firm of Ryder & Caswell, near Guyandotte, killed and body lost; Captain George 
W. Norton, of Ironton killed and body lost; Captain R. M. Biggs, of Ashland, Kentucky, killed and body lost. 
 Those known to have been injured were Mr. Horatio Booth, clerk of the boat, and son, both slightly wounded; 
Captain D. F. Sayre, severely wounded; Pilot John Levisay, Harry Bays and Engineer Chamberlain, slightly wounded; 
Captain Burch (Pilot), severely, but not fatally wounded; Mr. Burns, of Parkersburg, badly burned; John Haines, fireman, 
fatally, arms broken and body badly burned; Mr. Muncy, barber, seriously and probably fatally; John Ryan of Washington 
county, Ohio, leg broken, and badly burned; J. J. Brown, formerly of the 36th Ohio Regiment, arms broken and otherwise 
injured; Mr. Buchanan, deck hand, burned to death. - Two deck hands, names unknown, were also burned to death.  The 
second steward and cook are missing in addition to four more, and are supposed to have been lost.  Two men were 
thrown from the boat into the river, but clinging to pieces of the wreck, escaped unharmed, to shore.  A number were 
injured slightly, who are not reported. 
 
IR  Jan. 9, 1868 - OUR GREAT LOSS -  Ironton has been called upon to mourn the loss of one of its most useful citizens.  
Like a sharp pang did the intelligence of last Saturday rush through the community, that Capt. Geo. W. Norton, had met 
with a terrible fate, and that we would see him upon our streets no more. - Hard as the sad fact was to be realized, the 
hearts of the people were stricken with a sense of a dark bereavement.  The dreadful fate may be justly esteemed, a 
serious calamity to the community.  The event clouded the countenances and subdued the conversation on the streets, 
plainly indicating that every one felt a peculiar loss. 
 The hopes of our city were based upon the efforts of no man more then upon those of Capt. Norton. Endowed 
with great energy, imbued with an enterprising spirit and gifted with a keen appreciation of those elements that 
contribute to worth and wealth, he was constantly engaged in strengthening and improving those monuments to 
Industry, that so happily crown a locality, with blessings and prosperity.  Be it to his honor, whether intended or no, that 
wherever his hand of Enterprise has touched, the spot has gleamed with a light that shed its rays of advancement over the 
entire community.  With hardly an exception, in our conversation with him, when adverting to his manufacturing 
projects, did he allude to their influence upon the welfare of this locality - ever seeming to link in his desires the progress 
of the section, into which he had thrown his fortunes, with his individual prosperity. 
 The deceased was just such a person as Ironton needed.  Though somewhat of a cosmopolitan, he took delight in 
its attempts to gain some degree of importance in the iron world.  As a citizen, he had a high ambition to see this place a 
point of attraction for the iron trade. 
 Though not completely identified with us (his family still residing in Wheeling) nearly all his time was spent here, 
and he was completing arrangements to make this his permanent home.  He had already purchased a building lot, where 
he proposed, in short time, to erect an elegant residence.  But his plans have all, too soon, been swept away by the hand of 
Fate. 
 Captain Norton was born at Rising Sun, Pennsylvania, in 1813, and when about 19 years of age moved to 
Brownsville, in the same State. - There he went to work in a Nail factory and learned his trade as a nailer.  Between that 
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place and Pittsburgh he spent the next fifteen years of his life, most of which time he pursued his occupation.  He then 
went upon the river, and was steamboating considerable time. - While living at Pittsburgh, he was also Sheriff of 
Allegheny county.  He moved to Wheeling in 1847. - Here he continued steamboating.   The first boat he commanded was 
the Mary Stevens, plying between Cincinnati and Pittsburgh.  He afterward was captain on the Geo. W. Kendall, Golden 
Gate, R. H. Winslow, Empress, Diani, and the Alvin Adams.  All accounts show that he was eminently successful in this 
branch of the business.  He left the river about 1854, and connected himself with the Belmont Iron Works Co., 
manufacturers of nails, at Wheeling; and continued with that until 1863, when he sold out, and came to Ironton.  Here, he 
and others bought the Nail mill and formed an incorporated company, himself being elected President.  His conduct of 
the affairs of that institution was in the highest degree successful.  In all the business operations of that splendid 
establishment, he proved himself an acute financier and an able manager. 
 About the middle of last December, he left here, with others, in a delegation,  to attend the Manufacturer’s 
Convention at Cleveland. - From which place, he went to Wheeling and Pittsburgh, to spend the holidays with his family, 
and to transact business with reference to machinery, ordered for the furnace now being built for his company. - Last 
Friday he started on his return to this place, taking passage on the Harry Dean, the terrible explosion of which last 
Saturday, deprived a home of a kind husband and father and this town of one of its best citizens. 
 
IR  Jan. 23, 1868  - LATEST PARTICULARS REGARDING THE HARRY DEAN DISASTER. - The following is an extract 
from a private letter, which gives the latest intelligence concerning the Harry Dean, and the discoveries in the wreck: 
 Presuming that you will be interested to know some of the particulars of late developments at the wreck of the 
Harry Dean, I write you a few lines to-night on the subject.  The boat burnt to the lower deck, and sunk the evening or 
night of the explosion, and the river rising immediately, covered the wreck to the depth of many feet; but now the deck is 
again bare, and men have been at work on it for some days, clearing off the rubbish, mud, ice, &c., looking up and 
securing everything of value, including considerable oil that was in the hold. – Yesterday, or day before, the remains of 
two persons were found near the boilers, and the scattered bones of another.  All the above remains were brought up to 
town last evening in a large box, and are now in a shed back of the furniture store of Messrs. Pool & Skees, who are 
undertakers, and will bury the bodies if they are not claimed and taken away.  The appearance of the remains, as they lay 
together in the box, is a sad and terrible one.  At first glance you could not tell what it was.  On closer inspection, the heap 
looks like a mass of roasted and burnt flesh and bones, all crisped and shrunken, with scarcely anything before you to 
remind you that they were ever human beings.  They, indeed, are so nearly burnt up that I do not think it possible for 
friends to identify them.  I speak now of the two first named.  The bones mentioned are small, and fill an old ash pan 
about two-thirds full.  The limbs and all the fleshy parts of the bodies of the two first mentioned are burnt up, and the 
heads are reduced to about one-half or one-third their natural size; but the teeth of one remains almost entire.  They are 
sound, even, and sharp, and the doctors here say indicates a young man.  Most of the teeth of the other have crumbled 
from the action of the fire, and thus the only possible chance of identity is gone.  In the case first mentioned there may be 
some peculiarity remembered about the teeth, which may lead to identity.  A wig was found about the wreck, and I was 
told to-day that the young man who has it says he found it near one of the bodies.  This may have some bearing upon the 
case, but it is my opinion, from a view of the remains, that identity is impossible.  The friends of Captains Norton and 
Biggs are able to press an investigation, and it should be done in the most rigid and searching manner.  Justice to the 
living and the poor dead victims alike demands it.  It is a gross insult to the friends of the dead and the people generally, 
to say that nobody is to blame. 
 As Captain Norton and Biggs were near the stove at the time of the explosion (or said to be) and as the bodies 
found as described were nearly under where the stove stood, it is possible, and even probable, that these are their 
remains; but as I said before, I feel assured that they can never know from an examination of the poor remnants just 
received from the wreck.  Two of the bodies brought up and buried here have been identified by friends from Marietta, 
and taken away. - These bodies were badly burnt, but not near so bad as those just recovered.  One of the above bodies 
was known by the big toe of his left foot.  This toe had been partly cut off at some period in his life, and as there was a 
boot still on that foot, it was protected from the fire; and when the boot was cut off, and the mutilated toe was there, his 
brother was present looking on, all doubt was removed, and the poor fellow wept like a child. 
 
IR  Mar. 26, 1868 - Explosion of the Magnolia - The beautiful and popular steamer Magnolia, the regular packet between 
Cincinnati and Maysville, exploded her boilers, Wednesday afternoon of last week.  The boat had just passed California, 
about 12 miles above Cincinnati, when the catastrophe took place.  How the explosion occurred no one knows, but those 
who were near, say that the upper portion of the forward part of the boat, was blown to atoms.  It was just after dinner 
and a large number of passengers had congregated on the forward guards.  The scenes that followed the explosion are 
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described as most heart-rending.  The boat took fire and many were overtaken by the flame, or forced to leap into the 
river, which latter, in many cases, was sure destruction. - There were on the boat about 150 persons, half of whom were 
destroyed.  A large number of ladies were among the victims.  After the explosion, the boat burned to the water’s edge. 
 
IR  Mar. 26, 1868 - A few days before the Magnolia blew up the Maysville Republican contained the following notice of that 
steamer.  Estimating the reliability of steamboats in these days seems to be a risky matter: 
        "Those who travel between Maysville and Cincinnati cannot have failed to note the fact that the Magnolia is one of the 
most reliable as well as one of the best officered packets plying the western waters.  She is always "on time" when 
navigation is at all possible, and her officers are gentlemen of great experience in their calling.  The veteran Prather is on 
the roof, whilst Oscar F. Shaw, Esq., one of the oldest steamboatmen in the West, will always be found in the office, polite, 
gentlemanly and accommodating to a fault.  The larder of the Magnolia is constantly provided with the best of everything 
by our friend Jackson, who is universally acknowledged to be a ne plus of stewards. 
 
IR  Apr. 23, 1868 - The wreck of the Harry Dean was sold at Marietta, a short time ago for $1150. 
 
The following has to be one of the silliest “disaster” stories ever written! 

IJ  June 17, 1868 - Steamboat Disaster. - The little steamer Mayflower, on her down trip from Louisa, on Tuesday last, struck 
a snag just below “Nigger Head,” and sunk in ten inches of water!  She was run upon a sand bar, corked and bailed out, 
and came into port all right.  His Honor, the Judge, and many members of the bar, who were passengers, rejoicing at their 
narrow escape from a watery grave.  - Big Sandy Herald. 
 
Six moths after the explosion of the Harry Dean, her captain’s body is discovered! 
 
IR  Jul. 9, 1868 - CAPT. NORTON’S BODY RECLAIMED. - Last Saturday night, a man arrived here from up the river, 
with the intelligence that the body of a drowned man, answering to the description of Capt. Norton, had been found by 
some raftsmen, who had been engaged in extricating their raft from a place where it had struck, and while putting forth 
efforts for this purpose, had discovered the body.  This was about seventeen miles below Gallipolis, near Mr. Guthrie’s.  
The body, which was somewhat mutilated about the lower limbs, was placed in a wooden box and sunk in the river, 
where it could easily be raised.  The Victor No. 4 was chartered here, and left early Sunday morning for the place where 
the body was found.   As soon as the corpse was raised and the lid of the box removed, everyone present recognized it as 
Capt. Norton’s body.  The upper part of the trunk of the body and the head bore resemblance’s that were unmistakable.  
The body was placed in a metallic coffin, and was being brought down the river, when they met the Potomac, bound for 
Wheeling, the residence of the deceased.  The coffin was then placed upon this boat and sent to Wheeling, accompanied 
by Mr. John Norton, son of the Captain. 
 
IR  Jul. 30, 1868 - Terrific Storm - Steamer Dexter Sunk - A fierce storm passed over that section of our county, lying 
between South Point and Burlington, last Monday afternoon.  The wind was very forceful, leveling fences, tearing roofs 
from houses and uprooting trees.  The corn fields, particularly, felt its fury.  In some of the fields scarcely a stalk could be 
seen standing erect after the wind had passed by.  The steamer Dexter was sunk by the storm, just above Ceredo. - She is 
almost in the middle of the river and the water reaches to her boiler deck.  A man by the name of Keyster, jumped from 
the Dexter, during the fright occasioned by the storm, and drowned.  It is understood that efforts will be made forthwith to 
raise the steamer.  If the river should not rise, it could be done without great labor. 
 
IR  Oct. 22, 1868 - Found Drowned - On Monday morning last the body of a drowned man was found lodged in the wheel 
of the Bostona.  It was identified as the body of Hugh McGoffin, of Ironton.  Verdict of the Coroner’s jury - accidental 
drowning. - Portsmouth Times. 
 
IR  May 13, 1869 - RIVER INTELLIGENCE 
— Yesterday morning about 1 o’clock, a fire broke out among the steamboats at Cincinnati, when the following were 
destroyed:  Melnotte, Clifton, Darling, Mary Irwin, Cheyenne and Westmoreland.  The Silver Spray was damaged.  No lives 
lost. 
 
IR  May 20, 1869 - SUNK - Waterloo, May 17, 1869 - Ed. Register:  The fine and noble stern wheel packet Jewel, which was 
engaged in the Waterloo and Rising Sun trade, sunk this day, and is an entire loss.  She was engaged in transporting 
shingles from Waterloo to Rising Sun, and was commanded by Capt. T. W. Rose of the latter place.  She was snagged at 
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the Waterloo wharf, just as the pilot was rounding out, and sunk immediately.  Great praise is due to Captain Rose for his 
untiring efforts to save the boat and crew.  Fortunately no lives were lost.  J. R. C. 
 
IR  May 27, 1869 - The wrecks of the six steamers burned at the Cincinnati wharf last week, sold at auction on Tuesday to 
J. F. Wilson, for $10,000.  The sunken hulls are to be removed by the first of June. 
 
IR  Jul. 8, 1869 - The Steam Boiler Law.  
     A law passed by the last Legislature, requires an officer, whose appointment is provided for to make an examination at 
stated times, of all steam boilers within his jurisdiction, excepting locomotive boilers, engines attached to threshing 
machines, portable saw-mills, and oil and other wells.  Wonder why there were not included in these exceptions, boilers to 
furnaces, nail mills, rolling mills &c.  We don’t believe our furnacemen and mill men are particular about these Inspectors 
coming around to tell them what they themselves are just as able to discover.  The boiler owners have all the interest 
possible in keeping sound boilers - the safety of their property being  both concerned - and among them, just as well as the 
owners of any other boilers, as those attached to oil wells or locomotives.  Of course, we are not to look for any more 
explosions, unless some old oil well or salt well furnishes an occasion for a “bust up.”  We congratulate our people that 
they do not live in the vicinity of salt wells, and that the boring of oil in this region was unsuccessful, for these enterprises 
are prescribed from the beneficence of the legislation and left in the cold to explode at leisure.  They are beyond the flat of 
the Inspector. 
 
IR  Jul. 29, 1869 - Boiler Inspections - It appears now that the law passed by the last Legislature providing for the 
inspections of steam boilers, was procured by a company who have a kind of “steam alarm,” which they wish to sell in 
large quantities.  The law requires the owners of boilers to procure this “contraption,” and fix it to their boilers.  Attempts 
to have a similar law passed in Wisconsin, Illinois, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, failed in all places except the latter, and 
New Jersey repealed the law as quick as it could.  This “alarm institution” costs about $100, and is considered of no 
account.  We see that in some parts of the State, steam engine owners are convening to protest against the law, while in 
other parts of the State, it will be resisted. 
 
In spite of the passage of the  Steam Boiler Law, the major cause of steamboat disasters for several years continued to be boiler 
explosions. 
 
IJ  Jan. 5, 1870 - On the night of the 9th inst. a deck hand on the steamer Belle fell into the river, while the boat was at our 
wharf, and was drowned.  On last Thursday night, Wm. Curtis, the negro porter at the National House fell in the river 
from the wharf boat, and was drowned.  Neither of the bodies have been recovered. - Marietta Times. 
 
IJ  Jan. 5, 1870 - A Tough Story. 
 The New York Herald reports the following brave action of Capt. T. A. Scott, of the steam wrecking boat Truxton, 
who happened to be near the scene when the ferry boat Manhasset and tug Phoenix came into collision a few days ago: 
 “Capt. Scott, not being able to get the Truxton alongside of the ferry boat, sprang into a small boat and made his 
way thro’ the cabin windows of the Manhasset, arriving in the engine room just as the bow of the tug was being extricated 
from the ferry boat.  As the bow was withdrawn, the water at once began to flow into the aperture with great force and in 
such quantities that the boat would have gone down in a very few minutes had not Capt. Scott, who is a very large man, 
weighing about 250 pounds, placed his body in the hole made by the tug, and calling for blankets and clothing succeeded 
in keeping out the rush sufficiently until the boat was got into the slip, and afterward planked up the break so that the 
pumps of the ferry boat kept her comparatively free until she was placed on the dry dock, foot of Pike street, where she 
now is.  This is the first record of a leak of this size being stopped by a man’s body at the risk of his own life.  Possibly 
several hundred lives were saved by the bravery of Capt. Scott.” 
 
IJ  Jan. 12, 1870 - LOCAL AFFAIRS. - A NOBLE ACT. 
Last Sunday night about half past eight o’clock, as the Major Anderson was rounding out from the Gallipolis wharfboat, a 
deck passenger, in attempting to draw a bucket of water, mistook a boose [?] for a stationary fender, and was precipitated 
into the water among the small floating ice.  He immediately raised the cry, and a general excitement followed among the 
passengers and crew.  Capt. Muhlman ran at once to the roof, as did many of the passengers, all of whom could hear the 
cries of distress floating away in the darkness. 
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 George Peppert, however, the mate, who has a heart as big as a world, almost with his characteristic coolness in 
times of emergency called to three or four of his trusty men and in less time than it takes to write this, had the yawl 
lowered, and not waiting for a lantern, started in the direction of the voice of distress. 
 Any one who has been on our river among floating ice knows the difficulty of working a skiff or yawl through it, 
particularly where the cold wind drifts it toward either shore.  He persevered, however, while Capt. Muhlman, on the 
roof, without light to guide the steamer, could but cautiously follow by the sound of the voices of the brave yawl’s crew, 
and the cries of the drowning, freezing man. 
 Down the stream they drifted, steamer, yawl, and the object of solicitation to all on board.  The cries of the victim 
began to grow more and more faint, but Peppert, with is brave helpers, worked nearer and nearer, and finally, after fully 
a half hours hard work, rescued the man half frozen and nearly dead.  He had seized upon a small cake of ice and pulled 
himself on so that his shoulders and chest were out of the water. 
 Mr. Peppert immediately worked the yawl out of the ice toward the clear water along the Kentucky shore, where 
the steamer was signaled, and all were safely taken on board.  The man, now almost insensible, was immediately taken to 
the cabin where dry clothes were furnished him, and through the exertions of Capt. Muhlman and others, he was soon 
restored. 
 Such heroic conduct, under the circumstances, deserve more than a passing notice.  And Mr. Peppert, who is well 
known by many of our people, will recognize, in this act the out-cropping of the noble man he is. 
 
IJ  Jan. 26, 1870 - The Sinking of the Star. 
     During the fore part of last week various rumors were afloat regarding the total loss of the tow boat Star and all on 
board.  Subsequently that she careened, and exploded her boilers.  The following is the correct statement of the disaster. 
     Mr. R. N. Alaback, pilot on duty at the time of the disaster, makes the following statement:  The Star had in tow eight 
barges and one coal boat, containing 125,000 bushels of coal, and one fuel boat of which were lost five barges and the coal 
and fuel boats.  He says:  On Sunday evening about 6 1/2 o’clock, at the foot of Bogg’s Island, a cloud of smoke from the 
rolling mills darkened the river so that it was impossible to see the light on the bridge, until too near to avoid it.  The boat 
struck the right hand pier of the channel space.  The barges that struck the pier were cut in two, and the boat driven 
against the pier, catching her about the fire doors, and cutting the hull so that the water rushed in careening her and 
causing her to sink bottom up.  She struck the pier side ways.  The boiler neither exploded, nor did the boat catch fire. 
     The crew were saved by getting on the crane and pier.  The chambermaid, a white woman, named Mrs. Alexander, 
residing at No. 50 Preble street, Manchester, was so badly injured by the wreck that she died at nine o’clock the same 
evening.  One of the firemen is reported as missing.  No other person received any injury. 
 
IR  Mar. 31, 1870 - SUNK - Last Friday morning the Tow Boat Bengal run into a flat boat between here and Ashland, and 
sunk it in a very few minutes. - The flat boat was loaded with fire brick and tile. The total loss was about $2,000. Six men 
were on the flat boat and barely had time to escape. They lost most of their baggage. They came to town after the accident, 
but on the same day, started back to New Cumberland, West Va., where they had embarked.  
 
IR  May 5, 1870 - NEW STEAMBOAT LAW. - A bill has just passed the Senate, for the regulation of various matters, 
concerning steamboats.  The measure is now before the Lower House of Congress.  It is substantially the same as agreed 
upon by the convention of river men in Cincinnati two years ago, with amendment made by Supervisors who met in 
Pittsburgh some months ago.  It requires captains and mates to have license; makes stringent provisions regarding quality 
of iron to be used in boilers, and raises the amount of steam allowed from one-sixth to one-fifth.  It prohibits 
transportation of all oils which explode at lower temperature than one hundred and ten degrees. 
 
IR  Apr. 6, 1871 - Our Weasel. - The Big Sandy Herald chronicles the extinction of the Steamer Weasel, a product of Ironton 
enterprise, in the following unfeeling language: 
 Last week we noticed the advent on the raging waters of the Big Sandy, of a light draught steamer known as the 
Weasel.  Being the first to chronicle her arrival we felt an interest in her welfare somewhat akin to the feeling felt by a 
sponsor for his god-child.  Our readers can imagine, then, some little of the poignancy when we announced that the Weasel 
was no more!  last Monday morning, while she was steaming the turbid steam at the rate of six miles an hour, or six hours 
a mile, we forget which, she suddenly careened, filled and went to the bottom.  It supposed that the captain shifted his 
“chaw” to the larbound (sic) side of his mouth; and neglecting to inform the pilot of that fact the usual precautions were 
not observed and disaster was the result.  Seriously, the Weasel was unlucky enough to run on a log near the mouth of 
Two Mile, we believe, and the engineer narrowly escaped a watery grave. 
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IR  Apr. 12, 1871 - The steamer Lightwood formerly owned by Capt. Scott and others, was burned a few days since, 
together with over five hundred bales of cotton.  She was insured but we are not informed for what amount.  She was 
owned, in part, by Capt. Geo. A. Knight (one-fifth) and Joseph Fisher, of this city, (one-fifth). 
 
IR  May 5, 1870 - NEW STEAMBOAT LAW. - A bill has just passed the Senate, for the regulation of various matters, 
concerning steamboats. The measure is now before the Lower House of Congress. It is substantially the same as agreed 
upon by the convention of river men in Cincinnati two years ago, with amendment made by Supervisors who met in 
Pittsburgh some months ago. It requires captains and mates to have license; makes stringent provisions regarding quality 
of iron to be used in boilers, and raises the amount of steam allowed from one-sixth to one-fifth. It prohibits transportation 
of all oils which explode at lower temperature than one hundred and ten degrees.  
 
IJ  Jun. 7, 1871  Last Monday H. H. Tyler, engineer of the Chesapeake, while painting the doctor, caught the index finger of 
the right hand in the machinery and had it so badly crushed as to require amputation.  Dr. Morris & Wilson took it off at 
the second joint.  
 
The “doctor” was a pump which brought river water into a ‘pre-heating’ tank before it went to the boiler proper. 
 
AJ  Sep. 29, 1871 - River News - The question having been raised whether boilers on river steamboats shall be required to 
remove the mud and sediment from all parts of boilers when they are under pressure of steam, under provisions of 
section 11, act of February 28, 1871, the Treasury Department decides that the section of the law referred to applies to the 
boilers of all steamers, and nothing appears in subsequent portions of the law exempting any steamers from its operations, 
excepting foreign vessels, public vessels of the United States and boats propelled by whole or in part by steam for 
navigating canals.  Inspectors of steamboats will therefore, govern themselves accordingly. 
 
IR  Dec. 28, 1871 - In reference to the sinking of the steamer Crossley, last week, the Gallipolis Bulletin says:  “The steamer J. 
C. Crossley, Capt. Wm. Bay, on her way from Ironton to Gallipolis, on Monday morning between one and two o’clock 
struck a snag about two miles below Clipper Mill and sunk.  The snag struck under the boilers and evidently made a large 
hole.  The boat filled and settled to the guards, and one of the hog chains breaking, let the after part sag down. — The 
Crossley had on board a lot of freight for Gallipolis and Kanawha, which she had received from the Kittie Hegler.  None of 
the freight was damaged, and in the afternoon the Gallipolis ferry boat, Kittie Woods, went to the wreck and brought to our 
wharfboat all the freight.  The Crossley was out of the channel at the time the accident occurred.  During the Monday 
forenoon, arrangements were made with Kanawha and Gallipolis Packet Company, by which the Mountain Belle raised 
steam and went after barges to be used in raising the Crossley. 
 
IJ  Jan. 3, 1872 - Latest River News  
-- The America was sunk Sunday 24th by the ice at Madison, Indiana.  She belonged to the Nashville Packet Line, and was 
valued at $7,000 by the Underwriters.  Was insured in Cincinnati offices for $5,000.  She had loaded at Cincinnati for 
Memphis with a valuable cargo.  She is sunk in a deep place, with the water up to her cabin floor.  Total loss on boat and 
cargo will amount to about 100,000, of which a great part is insured in Cincinnati offices. 
-- Kittie Hegler’s chimneys have been cut down to the proper size for bridges. 
-- The Champion No. 6 has succeeded in raising the wharf-boat of the Pomeroy Packet Company, which was sunk the other 
day, at Cincinnati. 
 
IJ  Jan. 8, 1872 - Memphis, Jan. 1, 1872 - Friend Lawson [editor of the Ironton Journal]:  The Billy Collins fate may have been a 
subject of speculation to many at home; but after 10 days imprisonment by the ice blockade we are again “under way.”  
We left Cairo on Friday, Dec. 20th, but were caught by the ice at Fletcher’s Landing, ten miles above Osceola, Arkansas, 
where we remained till Dec. 29th, and then ran down to Fort Pillow and were again “brought to standing” by the gorge at 
Randolph, till this morning, when ourselves and twelve other steamers were released and are now below all danger from 
ice and cold weather.  The health of all has with two or three exceptions been very good.  While “lying up” hunting was 
the order of the day, and wild turkey and squirrels frequently formed a welcome addition to our bill of fare.  There has 
been a great destruction of all kinds of property on the river, more especially floating produce and trading boats; we have 
also passed two coal barges.  The river is strewn with the wrecks and cargoes of the “unfortunates;” so with all our bad 
luck there are many worse off than we are.  Yours with best respects, “KEMP.” 
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IJ  Jan. 8, 1872 - The whole number of steamboats lost on Western rivers during the year has been 142, entailing losses 
tabulated as follows:  On the Ohio, $1,072,700; Upper Mississippi, above Cairo, $577,500; Lower Mississippi, below Cairo, 
$601,300; Arkansas River, $163,000; Red River, $104,150; White river, $70,000; Missouri river, $19,100; Illinois river, $1500; 
Black creek, Miss., $10,000; Ouachita river $8,000; Tennessee river, $5,000; Kentucky river, $4,000; Wolff river $2000; St. 
Francis, $3,000.  The lives lost were 68, of which 56 were by explosion.  In addition to these, it is estimated that 365 lost 
their lives by falling overboard. 
 
IJ  Jan. 17, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The wharf-boat long known as “Gilmore’s,” at Cincinnati, and used by the Cincinnati, Big Sandy & Pomeroy Packet 
Company, which was being towed by the Little Condor, to Catlettsburg, having been bought by Capt. Bowles, of that place, 
sunk about 2 A. M. this Friday morning, at Ferguson’s bar, a short distance below the city, where she now lies in ten feet 
of water.  She is supposed to have sprung a leak, having just met a down steamer, whose name was not ascertained by the 
Condor’s crew.  Protest was entered by the Capt. of the Little Condor in this city. 
 
IJ  Jan. 24, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- A few days since the Arlington had her boilers cleaned out at Cincinnati, and after the steam had all been blown off and 
the water let out and men were on the inside, it is said that the patent steam gauge, authorized by the present steamboat 
law to put on all steamers, indicated thirteen pounds pressure of steam!  Useful instrument that!  Everybody takes it” - 
because they have to! 
-- The officers of the Maj. Anderson report the towboat Comet sunk at the head of Buffington Island.  She is lying careened 
to the starboard, with her starboard side on the dam, quartering down the river lengthwise with the dam, and her 
larboard side out of water.  One of her barges is lying on the dam alongside the boat, and the other is lying below safe. 
-- Just above the stern of the Comet,  the towboat Michigan was lying across the dam, in condition to break in two when the 
river falls a little more. 
-- The Committee on Commerce in the Congressional House of Representatives find it impossible to get through with the 
proposed Steamboat Bill for several weeks.   Any quantity of meddlers are on hand tinkering at it through the lobby - 
steamboat men for the best interests of themselves and the public, and would-be speculators for the interests of their 
pockets. 
-- At a meeting of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, a few days since, it was resolved that a convention be held in 
that city to take into consideration the improvement of the Ohio river, and the best means to accomplish the same; and 
that invitations be issued by the Chamber to all corresponding commercial organizations and municipal authorities, 
inviting them to be represented in said convention. 
-- On the 18th inst. the stern-wheel steamer Salado was burned near the Raft [on the Red river, in Arkansas], with 350 bales of 
cotton on board.  Boat and cargo a total loss.  Passengers and crew all saved.  The Salado was built at Wheeling by Capt. 
W. L. Taylor and others, and was in her third season.  She had previously sunk in Ouachita River, and was raised and 
repaired, and was owned by Capt. Martin H. Kouns, of Union township, this county [Lawrence]. 
 
The passage of the Steamboat Bill of 1872 legislated much more stringent safety and engineering requirement for steamboat boiler 
and engines.  As a result, from this point in history onward, there are many fewer explosive disasters.  Hoever the extreme cold and 
ice of the winters of 71-72 and 72-73 caused their own kinds of disasters... 
 
IJ  Jan. 31, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The river closed Monday night completely.  The little ferryboat, Eva, that up till that time had been the only craft 
running, is caught on this side.  The Leslie Combs and Liberty are all the boats lying here besides. 
-- The towboat Viola was cut down by the ice Monday at Portsmouth and sunk to her cabin floor.  She was owned, we 
believe, by Mr. Little of that city. 
 
IJ  Feb. 7, 1872 - Latest River News. 
-- Portsmouth wants an appropriation from the State of $10,000 for the removal of a sand bar, which has formed across the 
outlet of the Ohio Canal, preventing boats from passing from the canal into the river. 
-- The Portsmouth Tribune gives the following in reference to the sinking of the Viola: 
 On Monday morning about 4 ½ o’clock a.m., the steamer Viola, owned by W. W. Little & Co., was crushed 
between the floating ice in the river and the shore ice, while seeking a landing in the rear of the company’s coal floats, and 
sunk in about 17 feet of water.  A number of men were on board, one being in the hold at the time, but all escaped.  They 
had only time to rush up the stairway on the hurricane deck, and the water was at their feet when there.  The boat is now 
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frozen in, careened over on her side toward the city, and is very nearly a total wreck.  Nearly every thing has been taken 
out of her except the engines and machinery.  She can not be raised until the ice breaks up. 
 
IJ  Feb. 28, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The river is falling but there is still a good stage of water between here and Cincinnati and the boats are improving their 
present opportunities. 
-- The Oak Leaf sunk Monday near Franklin Landing. 
-- The loss by the late break-up at Cincinnati is estimated at $25,000, besides the loss of the Nashville and Belle Vernon. 
-- The upper works of the Viola at Portsmouth have been cut away and her owners expect to save her machinery, raise the 
hull, and build another boat. 
-- The Nashville was sunk Tuesday evening by a huge cake of ice cutting a hole in her as she lay at the Cincinnati wharf.  
She had been loaded for New Orleans and had on board freight estimated worth from $150,000 to $175,000, which had 
but little insurance on it.  The boat was insured for $19,000.  Probably the boat will not receive much damage, but the 
freight will sustain a heavy loss.  The Nashville was well known to our readers. 
 
IJ  Mar. 13, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The Abeona, burned at the Cincinnati wharf Wednesday night, had just been purchased for the Cincinnati and Marietta 
trade. 
-- On Thursday morning the greatest destruction of boats that has happened for a long while, took place at Cincinnati in 
the burning of the St. Charles, Maj. Anderson, Abeona, Kate Robinson, Argosy and Champion.  Fire broke out first on the St. 
Charles and spread to the Argosy, Anderson and Champion on the east, and to the Robinson and Abeona, on the west.  The St. 
Charles was valued at $20,000 and insured for $15,000; Major Anderson at $12,000 and insured; Champion at $10,000, 
uninsured; Argosy at $8,000, uninsured; and the Kate Robinson and Abeona at $10,000 each, and uninsured.  The two first 
had little or no freight on them, the last four were loaded.  It was reported that several lives were lost, but nothing definite 
is known as we write. 
-- The Oriole blew out her cylinder head at Gallipolis Saturday last and has gone to Middleport for repairs.  Meanwhile the 
Huntington fills her trade. 
-- Several plans were given at the Convention in Cincinnati for the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio River, 
among which was that of constructing artificial reservoirs.  Now comes a correspondent of the Cincinnati Commercial and 
suggests the feasibility of using the great lakes of the North as natural reservoirs for supplying the Ohio with water.  He 
says that a canal can be cut from Westfield, N. Y., on Lake Erie to Maysville on Chautaqua Lake a distance of about ten 
miles; thence by dredging the connection to the Allegheny River. 
 
IJ  Mar. 20, 1872 - Latest River News. 
-- The Wild Boy collided with the tow boat Kanawha and her barges above Ashland, a day or two since, doing her 
considerable damage, throwing her boilers out of place by one-barge striking her, and another struck her near the bow 
nearly cutting her in two.  She is at Ashland for repairs.  The man at the wheel we learn was an unlicensed pilot and when 
the Kanawha whistled to pass to the right she answered her correctly - but steered to the left and consequently met her in 
collision. 
 
IJ  Mar. 27, 1872 - Latest River News. 
-- The Ohio No. 4 has broken her engine and turned back to Cincinnati for repairs, and consequently will not be up today.  
We did not learn the extent of the damages nor how long she will probably be delayed. 
-- The Wild Boy is the first patient for the Ashland Dry Docks. 
-- The Anna was sunk in Red River a few days ago.  She is lying now in comparatively shallow water, and with a good 
prospect of having her raised.  She ran in place of the Ohio last Summer and Fall. 
-- The Charmer also sunk at Louisville, striking the rocks in attempting to pass over the falls.  She had on board $75,000 or 
$80,000 worth of cargo, on which was a very small insurance.  She can probably be raised.  The boat was not insured. 
 
IJ  Apr. 3, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- We note that the Anna whose sinking in Red River we noticed last week is now raised and has proceeded to Jefferson, 
with but slight damage to her cargo. 
-- The Shamrock from Pittsburgh came down on Sunday afternoon with a full freight list.  The wind was so hard that she 
blew ashore at West Ironton, and tied up there for some time. 
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PT  Apr. 12, 1872 - The Bostona met with quite a damaging accident Monday night.  She struck her chimneys and pilot 
house on the Cincinnati and Newport bridge, demolishing the first and materially injuring the latter. 
 
AJ  Apr. 19, 1872 - EXPLOSION OF THE SOLICITOR - The little steamboat Solicitor, which Jake Wise and Adolph Miller 
took South with them a long time ago, blew up on the 29th ult., while coasting on a bayou, near the Arkansas line.  The 
boat was a perfect wreck.  A negro who happened to be on the boat, was killed but everybody else escaped.  Adolph 
Miller was in the store part of the boat, and Jake Wise had ins gone in town to transact some business.  Mrs. Wise and 
Miller and children were all up stairs, and escaped with a little wetting.  The loss of goods was not great.  All money and 
valuables were saved.  The steamboat is the Solicitor which was owned by Bell & Co., of Portsmouth, and run by their 
agents, a couple years ago. - Ironton Register 
 
IJ  Apr. 24, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The Leslie Combs struck a rock at Dog Creek in the Kentucky river, about 145 miles above Frankfort, on the evening of 
the 15th and sank at once in 30 feet of water, and so quickly that the crew had no time to save anything except what was on 
their backs, and Henry Lockhart of Portsmouth, the cook, being drowned  The Leslie was built in 1860 and was valued at 
$4,000 and had just been overhauled and repaired.  At the time of the accident she was employed by the Red River Iron 
Company as a tow.  She is almost a total loss and had no insurance. 
 
IR  Apr. 25, 1872 - The steamer Leslie Coombs, belonging to Lewis Sheppard and son, of this place, sunk in the Kentucky 
river, last week, and is a total loss.  The sinking was so sudden that the negro cook was drowned, and the rest of the crew 
barely escaped with their lives.  The boat struck a rock, and turning bottom up, sunk in 30 feet of water.  There was no 
insurance on the craft. 
 
IR  May 2, 1872 - The flatboat used by Kelly & Sons, in ferrying their coal wagons across the Ohio, got caught in snag near 
the Oil Works, and sunk.  There were fifteen wagons on board.  The wagons were recovered and boat raised.  Damage 
was slight. 
 
PT  May 4, 1872 - The press that was to work off the Huntington Argus, was by carelessness of deck-hands on the Kittie 
Hegler, thrown overboard in deep water between Catlettsburg and Huntington.  We are sorry for Messrs. Wallace & Pike, 
as this will probably occasion a further delay in their getting things in shape.  Suppose the loss will be made good by the 
boat. 
 
AJ  May 10, 1872 - RIVER NEWS  
— The Inspectors at Cincinnati have given the Pomeroy Transportation Company notice that they have two cases of 
collisions - viz:  steamers Kanawha No. 2 and Wild Boy; and Raven and St. James - to investigate in which they are ready to 
receive evidence. 
 
IJ  Jun. 5, 1872 - A Card. On Board Steamer Telegraph, June 1st 1872. 
     Editor Ironton Journal:  Please give publication to the following statement. 
     Capt. Vinson, late of the steamer Wild Boy, in his deposition at Cincinnati on the investigation of the late collision, states 
that he left Louisa for Ashland the night of the collision.  The Capt. is very much mistaken, for he never did leave her in 
my charge, but always in the charge of H. Hylton or the clerk.  Mr. Goble, one of her owners was on board at the time.  
The Capt. also says that I was in the habit of leaving my wheel, that part I admit for a few minutes, for which pilot is there 
but has occasion to do so once or more in 24 hours, I should have been away before I was had I obeyed the Capt.’s orders, 
for he wanted me to go to bed on our way up to Louisa, but I did not do it, though he said that he and H. Hylton could 
take her up and I could bring her down.  I do say that Capt. Vinson’s deposition is not true as to leaving the boat in my 
charge.  It seems as if he was trying to get his neck out of the halter and mane in.  Had he said that he was in the habit of 
leaving the boat he would have been correct.  JAMES WELCH - Late Pilot of Steamer Wild Boy. 
 
IJ  Jun 5, 1872 - Latest River News 
— The Inspectors have made a full investigation of the facts regarding the collision between the Wild Boy and Kanawha No. 
2, opposite Sheridan Coal Works on the 17th of March, and their finding is that the captain of the Wild Boy had left his 
boat improperly and was absent therefrom at the time of the collision; that the engineer and pilot had placed the engines 
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and the wheel in charge of incompetent and unlicensed persons at that time. In consequence thereof the licenses of Capt. 
S. C. Vinson, Pilot James Welch and Engineer Thos. J. Fortune have been revoked. 
 
AJ  Jun. 7, 1872 - A terrible boiler explosion occurred at Portsmouth at 5 o'clock Saturday afternoon.  Councilman Scott 
and his son, with four or five others, were riding in a little boat with a small tubular boiler when it exploded, wounding 
nearly all, and probably fatally injuring Mr. Scott.  His son had a leg broken and his face terribly mangled.  Great 
excitement prevailed, and the levee was crowded with people.  The boat was literally torn into fragments, and not for the 
timely assistance of then near by in a skiff the injured persons would have been drowned. 
 
PT  Jun. 8, 1872 (Saturday) - Another Boiler Explosion. - One Boy Killed, and Several Persons Wounded. 
 Last Saturday afternoon at about five o’clock the loud report of an explosion on the water at the foot of Jefferson 
street, called an excited crowd of citizens to the levee, who expected to see the wreck of a steamboat and the water black 
with debris of a terrible explosion and struggling men and women.  It was bad enough as it was.  A small pleasure boat 
had been fitted up with machinery and an old heater four feet long and twenty inches in diameter had been put in for a 
boiler.  It was this that exploded. 
     Mr. John Price, Jr., and employee in the rolling mill, and Wm. Scott, son of Councilman Scott, were in the boat when the 
explosion occurred.  The little boat had just come in to Hall’s coal landing, and the float where it landed had a lot of boys 
on it, who had been in bathing.  Mr. Scott was also in the float.  He was blown into the water and rescued in a drowning 
condition, but was resuscitated.  His son was terribly scalded and had his leg broken in two places.  Joe Faith, a lad had 
his head cut by a piece of the boiler and was badly scalded.  A son of Frank Hacquard was cut and scalded.  Mr. Powers, 
engineer of the propeller Barnhardt, was badly scalded, while two or three boys were slightly injured. 
     The saddest part of the accident was the death of little Johnny Flynn, who had been engaged in gathering scattered 
lumps of coal from the levee, and who was not missed in the general excitement until attention was called to his 
wheelbarrow he left on the landing. 
     It is supposed that a piece of the boiler struck him while he was sitting on the float, and knocked him into the water, as 
he was not seen to rise to the surface.  Up to the present writing he has not been found, although the river has been 
dragged for some distance from the scene of the explosion.  He was an orphan of eleven years of age. 
     It was fortunate that the explosion occurred so near the shore, as but a few moments before there were six or seven in 
the boat which was out in the river, and so terrible was the force of the explosion that probably none would have been 
saved if it had occurred away from the landing.  This will probably put an end to pleasure boats with unreliable steam 
power.  Mr. Price and young Scott are still in critical condition. 
 
IJ  Jun. 19, 1872 - Latest River News. 
-- The tow-boat John Lysle stopped at our wharf, and sent a man up town in search of an engineer to take the place of their 
engineer who met with an accident which somewhat disabled him.  Mr. H. H. Tyler took his position. 
 
IJ  Jul. 10, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The steamer Hope plying between Wheeling and New Matamoras, collapsed the middle flue of one of her boilers a few 
days ago, severely injuring seven persons, one or two of them quite dangerously. 
-- The J. S. Neal ran through her starboard cylinder and lost her pitman in the river, a few days since.  She is repairing at 
Middlesport and will soon be ready for active service again. 
 
IJ  Jul. 17, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The Fleetwood and Wildwood collided Saturday night about 23 miles above Cincinnati as the first boat was coming up, 
causing the breaking of the timbers supporting her wheel.  The Thomas W. Means towed the Fleetwood to Cincinnati and 
there the Andy Baum was procured to take her place while she goes on the docks.   The latter boat left Cincinnati at ten 
a.m., Sunday morning passing here Monday afternoon. 
 
PT  Jul. 29, 1872 - RIVER NEWS 
— A reckless lad who went up on the coal flat, Thursday morning, from which the Andy Baum was coaling, jumped off 
into the middle of the river for his hat, which had blown off.  He was rescued in a drowning condition by Gus Wheeler. 
 
IJ  Sep. 25, 1872 - Latest River News 
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-- The little steamer [Here’s Your] Mule caught fire in the night on Saturday, while lying at the wharf.  Two men were 
aboard at the time and were awakened by the flames and called for help and soon succeeded in putting the fire out.  She 
is considerably damaged forward by the fire, which would not have needed much longer to have made complete work. 
-- The Board of Inspectors have completed their investigation as to the cause of the collision on the 15th of June between 
the Tigress No. 2 and the Tom Farrow, and have suspended the license of John H. Dippold master and pilot of the first 
named towboat for ninety days from the 16th of this month. 
-- The fine steamer S. S. Merrill, of the White Collar, or Com. W. F. Davidson’s line, was burned at Warsaw, Ill., on 
Wednesday evening.  The boat and cargo was a total loss.  The fire is supposed to have been the work of an incendiary. 
-- The Ohio River Improvement Convention met in Cincinnati last Wednesday, and went to work in a sensible practical 
manner to devise plans for securing an improvement of river navigation. 
 
IJ  Oct. 9, 1872 - Latest River News. 
-- Water is scarce and all the boats of any size find great trouble in making time.  Greenup shoals is quite an impediment. 
-- The Exchange came up Monday morning and went up as far as Twelve Pole, but failed to get over, and came down to 
our wharf this morning and loaded for Cincinnati. 
-- The propeller Pike, recently sunk near Ashland, is on the Ashland docks and will soon be out again. 
-- The barge Annie Laurie, lately sunk at Rising Sun, Indiana, is expected to be raised by means of torpedoes. 
 
IJ  Oct. 16, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The Johnny Wise went down to Lime Works Sunday and loaded a Sandy push boat with lime.  The gale that prevailed 
capsized it and sixty barrels were lost.  While lying at our wharf the same night the wind so nearly capsized her that 
twenty more barrels were lost from her. 
-- The Portsmouth Tribune, of Wednesday says: 
 The lighter carried by the steamer Andes had a hole two feet square stove in her hull on Sunday morning last 
when near Rome, and had nearly filled with water before any one knew of it.  Capt. Moore discovered that the barge was 
settling down into the water, and had all hands at the pumps in a few moments.  It took three hours to repair and get 
under way again.  It is supposed the barge ran on a rock.  The river is very low, and the Exchange, Andes and Chesapeake 
were all aground within hailing distance of each other at one time. 
-- Dan Rice’s Circus, which exhibited here on Wednesday evening, was on the Naomi.  They got stuck some time on Eight 
Mile above here, but managed to get off and reach here in time for an evening performance. 
-- The body of W. H. Ostler was found a few days since near Maysville.  He had been working as a deckhand on the 
Fannie Dugan and is supposed to have fallen overboard from her and drowned. 
-- The barge Annie Laurie, sunk at Rising Sun, Indiana, was removed a few days since by means of torpedoes and boats can 
now safely pass over the spot.  A sunken steamboat at the same place is still a great inconvenience to boatmen however. 
 
IJ  Oct. 23, 1872 - Literary Notices. - The ill-fated steamer “Metis” wrecked on Long Island Sound Aug. 30th, 1872, has 
given rise to a new song, “Kiss me Mamma, for I am going to sleep,” commemorative of a very touching incident which 
took place on board the vessel.  “All the evening two beautiful children were playing about the saloon, prattling gayly 
with the passengers, and seemingly wrapt up in each other.  When bedtime came, one of them said, “Tiss me Mamma; tiss 
me, for I am going to sleep,” and they were seen no more alive.  Next morning their bodies were washed ashore on the 
beach, clasped in each other’s arms.”  It has an elegant illustrated title, the words are excellent, the melody charming, and 
it is composed by the author of “When You and I were Young, Maggie.”  For sale at the Music depots, or 40 cents sent to J. 
A. Butterfield, 257 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill., will obtain it by return post. 
 
IR  Oct. 24, 1872 - BURNED. - Last Tuesday morning, while the Fleetwing lay at Manchester, a colored man in the pantry, 
spilled some alcohol on himself which took fire and set the boat afire.  The flames in the boat were soon arrested, but not 
so on the colored man until he was probably fatally burned. 
 
PT  Oct. 26, 1872 - RIVER NEWS 
— The River has swelled since our last report, and the Andes has resumed her regular trips. 
— The Kanawha Belle broke a shaft the other day. She will probably have it righted for a trip to-morrow. 
 
BSH  Nov. 5, 1872 - RIVER NEWS 
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— The old wharfboat of Drown & Cecil, at this place, persisted in remaining on the bar, where she had rested quietly for 
some time.  The water at its highest was almost to the roof at the lower end. 
 
IJ  Nov. 6, 1872 - Latest River News. 
-- The R. R. Hudson, we are happy to learn, has been raised at Pittsburgh, and was so little damaged by the accident as to 
be expected to leave there for Cincinnati on Monday. 
-- We clip the following accounts of the sinking of the R. R. Hudson from the Gazette of the 29th: 
 “A dispatch to Capt. Ed. Hornbrook, received yesterday, announced the sinking at the Pittsburgh wharf, of the 
Cincinnati and Wheeling packet, R. R. Hudson, which had gone to that point to get a load for Cincinnati.  The accident 
occurred about 7 o’clock in the evening, when she ran into a coal boat in tow of the steamer Blue Lodge, near the Point.  A 
large hole was made in the starboard side of the Hudson, forward of the cylinder, and she filled with water so fast she had 
barely time to reach the wharf, above the wharfboat, where she sank.  Her stern is in 13 feet of water, and she will 
probably break in two.  Capt. Wm. M. List has put her in charge of Capt. B. F. Goodwin, who will attempt to raise her.  
The Hudson had just been repaired and refitted, and is not insured, with perhaps, the exception of one-sixteenth, owned 
by Capt. J. T. Russel, of Wheeling.  She was an elegantly appointed passenger steamer, which has, during the past year, 
made but few trips, in consequence of ice, low water, and a former accident which laid her up just at the beginning of a 
business season.  She was owned by Capt. Wm. M. List, Capt. J. T. Russell, Capt. Ed. Hornbrook, and others of Wheeling.  
The R. R. Hudson was built at Wheeling, in May, 1866, and when she sunk was probably worth $30,000.  Her length was 
169 feet; beam, 33 feet, hold, 5 feet 4 inches.  She had a carrying capacity of 550 tons.  Her boilers, three in number, had 
seven flues, and were 40 inches in diameter, and 20 feet long.  Her cylinders were 17 inches in diameter, and 5 ½ feet 
stroke. 
 
BSH  Nov. 12, 1872  - RIVER NEWS 
— The Johnny Wise sunk to her hurricane deck last week at Middleport, but was subsequently raised. 
 
IJ  Nov. 13, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The fine Mississippi steamer Katie, Capt. John Cannon, sunk a few miles above Helena, Arkansas, on last Friday 
morning.  As she went down in but about 7 feet of water it was supposed she could easily [be] raised again, but on 
Saturday she broke in two and will prove a total loss, except a part of her machinery, stateroom doors, &c.  She originally 
cost nearly two hundred thousand, was partly owned by Capt. Cannon, her commander and was insured for sixty 
thousand in Cincinnati and Wheeling offices. She had 275 bales of cotton, 350 boxes of cheese, and 80 barrels of whisky, 
shipped to Cincinnati, and insured on the open policies of the consignees. 
-- The Johnny Wise went to Ashland docks for repairs.  She sunk the other day below Middleport, from taking water, but 
was easily raised without loss. 
 
BSH  Nov. 19, 1872 - River News -  
— The other day, at the mouth of the Kanawha river, the steamboat Emperor ran into the Kanawha Belle, knocking her 
wheel into pieces. 
 
IJ  Nov. 27, 1872 - Latest River News 
-- The Humming Bird ran against an unknown obstruction in 40 feet of water, opposite Middleport, some days ago, and 
broke a four inch shaft. 
-- The steamer Julia, from Pittsburgh to Zanesville, collided with the towboat Iron Mountain about twelve miles above 
Marietta.  The Julia arrived at Zanesville in a damaged condition, having lost all the lower guards on one side and part of 
the upper guard and two state rooms, besides breaking all of her hog chains. 
 
PT  Jan. 4, 1873 - The Waverly, the Portsmouth and Vanceburg packet, owned by Capt. Williamson, sunk, Thursday night, 
at Hall's coal landing, in fifteen feet of water. They had taken out the shafts to repair, and the tubes being left open, she 
filled with water and went down. Efforts were made yesterday to raise her. 
 
GB  Jan. 8, 1873 - We were in error in one or two particulars in our notice last week of the loss of two flat boats loaded 
with potatoes, belonging to Messrs. T. W. Thornilley, Samuel and Wesley Rothger.  We were informed that the owners 
had no insurance; but since then we are pleased to learn that there was an insurance of $5,000 on the boats and potatoes.  
The total loss, including boats, rigging, &c., will reach the sum of $10,000. 
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GB  Jan. 8, 1873 - River Matters 
— The Gallipolis and Parkersburg packet, Emma Graham, was cut down by the ice at Antiquity on Friday, sinking in eight 
feet water.  She had on board 463 barrels of flour - 248 belonging to Messrs. H. H. & E. H. Neal, of Gallipolis, and the 
balance belonging to parties in Pomeroy.  All the flour was saved except about 60 barrels.  Captain Williamson will have 
his new boat ready in a short time. 
— The ice has been running heavily since the break, but we have little damage to record here.  Mr. Samuel T. Cook had a 
flat boat carried away on Sunday morning.  One or two men were on board the boat, and may succeed in landing it.  The 
rise in the river has been the means of preventing great damage. 
-- The ice-gorge at Cincinnati gave way on the morning of the 31st ult.  A large amount of damage was done to steamboats, 
coal boats, flat boats, and all other kind of water craft.  We have not the space to go into particulars.  The first boat sunk 
was the Mountain Boy.  She was cut down by the ice at six o’clock in the morning, and sunk to her boiler deck.  She was 
five or six years old, and was built for the Gallipolis and Kanawha trade, and ran here several years.  Last summer she 
was sold to parties for the Chilo[cothe] and Cincinnati trade.  She will prove a total loss. 
-- The Messenger was badly damaged - say to the extent of $5,000.  The Gray Eagle, Lenora No. 2, and Daniel Boone were also 
greatly injured.  The Fleetwood, Bostona and Nick Longworth all had their guards mashed, more or less, by being crowded 
against the other boats, but received no special damage.  The pleasure boat Lillie May was swept away.  The Kate Putnam 
was crowded against a flat boat, the gunwale of which crushed in her hull.  She filled rapidly and sunk to her boiler deck.  
The loss to the coal men will foot up $20,000. 
-- The ice stopped moving late in the evening and remained stationary all of Wednesday.  On Tuesday evening it began to 
move, and fortunately but little damage was done.  A number of steamers were badly squeezed, and all at the levee more 
or less damaged.  At an early hour on Friday the ice in the Licking River commenced moving, and during the day it was 
running out.  No damage was done, except carrying away a large number of empty barges. 
-- Dispatches from various points along the river, from Pittsburgh to Cairo, report the movement of the ice, and more or 
less damage to the shipping interest. 
 
IJ  Jan. 8, 1873 - Memphis, Jan. 1, 1873 - Friend Lawson: The Billy Collins fate may have been a subject of speculation to 
many at home; but after 10 days imprisonment by the ice blockade we are again "under way." We left Cairo on Friday, 
Dec. 20th, but were caught by the ice at Fletcher's Landing, ten miles above Osceola, Arkansas, where we remained till 
Dec. 29th, and then ran down to Fort Pillow and were again "brought to standing" by the gorge at Randolph, till this 
morning, when ourselves and twelve other steamers were released and are now below all danger from ice and cold 
weather. The health of all has with two or three exceptions been very good. While "lying up" hunting was the order of the 
day, and wild turkey and squirrels frequently formed a welcome addition to our bill of fare. There has been a great 
destruction of all kinds of property on the river, more especially floating produce and trading boats; we have also passed 
two coal barges. The river is strewn with the wrecks and cargoes of the "unfortunates;" so with all our bad luck there are 
many worse off than we are. Yours with best respects, "KEMP." 
 
IJ  Jan. 8, 1873 - The whole number of steamboats lost on Western rivers during the year has been 142, entailing losses 
tabulated as follows: On the Ohio, $1,072,700; Upper Mississippi, above Cairo, $577,500; Lower Mississippi, below Cairo, 
$601,300; Arkansas River, $163,000; Red River, $104,150; White river, $70,000; Missouri river, $19,100; Illinois river, $1500; 
Black creek, Miss., $10,000; Ouachita river $8,000; Tennessee river, $5,000; Kentucky river, $4,000; Wolff river $2000; St. 
Francis, $3,000. The lives lost were 68, of which 56 were by explosion. In addition to these, it is estimated that 365 lost their 
lives by falling overboard. 
 
PT Jan. 11, 1873 - RIVER NEWS  
— The Juniata, Pittsburgh and Cincinnati packet, sunk at Aurora, Ind., last Wednesday, where she had went to take on a 
lot of hay. 
— River men are in ecstasies over the resumption of navigation.  Steamboating, for the past three years have not been very 
encouraging to boatmen on the Ohio river, as they have been idle nearly half the time. 
— The cabin and texas of the steamer Emma Graham, floated past the city one day this week, the ice bearing it down to the 
Gulf.  The boat was sunk by the ice at Antiquity, a village in Meigs county. 
— The Andes, from Wheeling, broke a rudder above this city, and could scarcely make a landing here yesterday morning 
at one o'clock. 
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IR  Jan. 23, 1873 - The mud-drum of the J. C. Crossley bursted near Huntington on Wednesday of last week.  Walker Ales, 
the foreman, was blown into the river and lost.  Some damage was done to the boat. 
 
AJ  Jan. 24, 1873  - RIVER NEWS 
— The "Thomas W. Means" arrived on Wednesday last, and will take some iron at this place and some from Monitor 
furnace [Coal Grove, OH], Capt. Will Kirker, her captain, narrowly escaped drowning below the mouth of the Kentucky 
river when coming up the other day.  He had been in the engine room and when he stepped out on the guards, the wind 
blew the door against him, knocking him into the river.  He caught on a piece of ice, was seen by the engineer who was 
oiling outside, the engine stopped and the boat lowered and he was rescued in a short time, but remained unconscious for 
about an hour and a half. 
 
BSH  Jan. 28, 1873 - The Cincinnati Enquirer of a recent date continued the following account of the accident to Capt. Will 
Kirker:  "The Thomas W. Means passed up yesterday with a tow of empty barges.  Capt. Kirker, her commander, came near 
being drowned Thursday afternoon.  The accident occurred below Carrollton, Kentucky, while the boat was under way.  
He was walking aft on the guards, and the wind blowing the engine room door open, it knocked him overboard.  No one 
witnessed the mishap, but the engineer heard his cries for help and stopped the boat.  The Captain kept himself afloat by 
clinging to a floating cake of ice, and when rescued was almost frozen stiff."  
— The steamer Fannie Dugan, on her down trip, last Monday a week, picked up a man afloat on a cake of ice, in a 
perishing condition, near Huntington. 
 
GB  Jan. 29, 1873 - William Smith, a deck-sweep on the steamer, C. P. Huntington, while endeavoring to rescue a bucket 
from the river, at Charleston, on Wednesday morning last, fell under the pitman, and was cut in two pieces. 
 
BSH  Feb. 11, 1873 - The Steamer Vesta tired of the surface of the water and nothing to do, quietly settled down on the 
bottom the other night, at her moorings at South Point. 
 
BSH Feb. 11, 1873 - The tow-boat Petrel No. 2, owned by the Pomeroy Salt Co., commanded by Captain Wolf, now lies a 
wreck, near the bank at Ceredo.  She was discovered first by Jas. P. Waymer, near his residence, lying on her side  close to 
shore, at daylight Sunday morning. 
 The Petrel left Middleport at ten o’clock, P.M., on Saturday the 8th, to go to Ashland to take back to Pomeroy some 
barges belonging to the P. S. Co., and left there a few days ago on account of ice in the river.  She had on board her own 
crew and the captain and crew of the H. S. Neal, another boat with barges, also left at Ashland.  She had no load and ran 
finely enough until down about Haskelville, at one o’clock Sunday morning, when it was discovered that the boat was 
rapidly filling with water.  The pilot undertook to run the boat ashore, but could do nothing with her, and the officers and 
crew began to look out for means of escape.  The boat’s yawl could not be got out at all, and ten of the twenty-eight 
persons on board the Petrel plunged into the icy river for a cold swim for life.  They all made the shore - a brave little 
fellow of about thirteen years of age landing first - but Captain James McElhany, Captain of the Neal, died in a few 
minutes after being taken to a house on the river bank, from cold and exhaustion.  Those who got on shore then rallied out 
the  neighbors with skiffs and all remaining on the boat were saved, but three.  It is not known what became of them.  It is 
supposed they were in their rooms when the boat tipped, and could not get out.  The missing are Billy Thompson, cabin 
boy, and John Church and George Oakes, all belonging to Middleport and vicinity. 
 James C. Fugi second engineer of the H. S. Neal, and one of those who had the cold swim of half the width of the 
Ohio on Sunday morning, came down to Ceredo on the Ironsides, and gave the particulars to our reporter. 
 
IJ  Feb. 19, 1873 - Latest River News 
— On last Saturday the Kittie Hegler while backing out from the landing in Kanawha ran into a tree and broke off two 
flanges of her wheel rendering her helpless. She signaled the C. J. Huntington [sic - C. P.] and the latter landed her. After 
making temporary repairs she passed down Monday morning running only one engine. 
 
PT  Feb. 22, 1873 - The Bostona, on her last trip up, met with another accident.  She had lowered her chimneys to pass 
under the bridge at Cincinnati, and when attempting to put them again in place they fell, knocking down one of the steam 
pipes, damaging the hurricane deck, and necessarily detaining her.  She did not reach here until about noon yesterday.  
Two excited individuals jumped on the dinner table when the crash occurred. 
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PT  Feb. 22, 1873 - RIVER NEWS 
— The Bostona had her cook house and wheel house crushed in by the Thos. W. Means, at Cincinnati, Tuesday. 
 
 
IJ  Feb. 26, 1873 - Latest River News. 
-- A flatboat loaded with coal owned by Ham. Davisson, sunk at the wharf Sunday morning.  It contained 2200 bushels of 
coal.  Davisson thinks that the coal can be saved when the river falls. 
-- The Thos. W. Means met with a mishap at Cincinnati on Tuesday afternoon, which is described by the Gazette as follows:  
“ A collision, that caused less damage than might have been expected, occurred at 1 o’clock yesterday afternoon, nearly 
opposite the foot of Broadway, between the Bostona and Thos. W. Means.  The Bostona had started up the river keeping in 
close to the sterns of the numerous steamers that lined the wharf, and the Thos. W. Means was in the act of backing out 
with a partly loaded coal barge, destined for the elevator.  The Bostona whistled a proper signal, but had discovered the 
movement of the Means too late apparently, as the latter’s wheel struck her on the larboard side, mashing in her 
wheelhouse and cook house.  The damage to the Means consisted of the breaking of fourteen wheel arms, and as many 
buckets.  The Bostona landed long enough to determine that no serious damage was done, when she continued her trip up 
the river.  The Means floated past the City Wharf and under the bridge, signaling for assistance, and was caught and 
landed near Central avenue by the Lake Erie No. 3.  Afterward she was towed to a point above Broadway by the Champion 
No. 6, which also caught and landed her barge.” 
-- The recent heavy and sudden rise in the river at Pittsburgh destroyed more property.  It is supposed than ever was 
destroyed before by any similar freshet.  The coal property so far reported as known to be lost foots up twelve coal boats, 
thirteen barges, twelve fuel and flats, containing 436,000 bushels. 
-- The Dictator, now en route from St. Louis to Pittsburgh with a tow of ore, was ever since Dec. 1st making the voyage 
from Cairo to St. Louis. 
— While the Fleetwood was unloading powder at the lower landing at Ashland on Thursday, the furnace let out her red-
hot, molten, cinder, which ran down into the river under her guards and created quite a consternation for a moment. The 
minds of the crew reverted at once to the powder they had on the bow and they soon backed the boat out of danger.  
 
BSH Mar. 18, 1873 - River News. 
-- It seem that interested parties had circulated a report that the steamer Telegraph was unsafe, leaking badly, which was 
operating to the prejudice of the Company.  We take the following from the Time and Chronicle of the 14th which will is a 
sufficient answer to the charge, which to those who know the officers, needs no refutation.   
-- For some time past a report has been in circulation to the effect that the Telegraph had been condemned, which is alone 
contradicted by the fact that she is still making regular trips in the Pomeroy Packet Line.  Captain B.F. Pierce, 
Underwriter’s Inspector, informs us that there is not the least foundation for the report, and moreover that she is in 
excellent order.  To thoroughly satisfy himself as to her condition, he this morning, gave her the benefit of a searching 
inspection, and found nothing that could give rise to such a slanderous report. 
 
GB  Apr. 9, 1873 - River News 
— The Telegraph last week encountered a squall of wind a short distance above Cincinnati, that for a time threatened to 
capsize her. She lost a few packages but owing to good management, no other damage was done. She passed up Saturday 
night and down Sunday morning. She is an excellent boat and well managed. 
 
GB  Apr. 23, 1873 - The old gunboat Carondolet, which has been used a number of years as a wharf-boat at this place, broke 
loose one night last week and floated off, and although several ferry-boats made the attempt, she was not landed until she 
floated to Manchester. As soon as Captain Hamilton learned of her whereabouts he followed to reclaim her, for the iron 
used in her construction. 
 
IJ  May 7, 1873 - The passengers on the Bostona had a little fright on their way up on Friday morning.  At 8 o’clock in the 
morning, when about twelve miles below Portsmouth, the bent (?) about one of the stacks was discovered to be on fire.  
The passengers were wakened up by alarm taps on the doors and the boat was run to the Kentucky shore and tied up to 
the willows, many half awake traveling with small baggage getting off.  The fire was soon extinguished with buckets and 
hose, doing very little damage.  The fire caught from the heated chimney. 
 
PT  May 10, 1873 - RIVER NEWS 
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— Last Friday night a fire on the Bostona damaged three staterooms so much that they had to be torn away and replaced 
with new ones.  She has been furnished with a new Brussels carpet. 
— An infuriated Taurus got half a dozen deck hands in the river yesterday afternoon, while they were attempting to get 
on board the Potomac.  The spectators on the levee seemed to enjoy the sport better than the half drowned boatmen. 
— Nearly a collision occurred between the steamers Bostona and Fleetwood at Manchester bar last Tuesday night.  The 
Bostona was coming up the river, and signaled the Fleetwood.  She answered the signal, but made for the same side of the 
river that the Bostona did.  Captain Honshell, of the latter boat, had the whistle sounded again, rang the bell, and had the 
engine reversed, hallooing to the captain of the Fleetwood.  Both steamers then commenced backing, and while doing so 
came together with a bump, but did no damage.  If these boats ever collide, there will be lives lost. 
 
GB  Aug. 6, 1873 - Steamer Jennie Howell. 
 Capt. A. M. Halliday, of the steamer Jennie Howell, recently sunk in the lower Ohio, has returned to Gallipolis, 
after contracting, as we learn, for a larger and better boat than the Howell. 
 We copy the following account of the loss of the boat from correspondence of the Cincinnati Commercial, dated 
Cairo, July 28: 
 The T. F. Eckert returned from the wreck of the Jennie Howell, yesterday, and brought down Captain Halliday, and 
his brother, who were to leave for Cincinnati by this morning’s train.  Captain Halliday states that just before the Howell 
struck the snag the night had begun to grow dark, and a light sprinkle of rain began to fall.  He had stepped to his state-
room door to take a look at the night, and had scarcely opened it when the accident occurred.  He did not think the boat 
was high enough up to hit the snag, and asked Mr. John Moldridge, who was at the wheel, what he thought they had 
struck.  The pilot was confident it must be a snag, but could not locate it.  The pilot tried to back off, but the boat would 
not move, and then for fear of breaking steam pipes Captain Halliday sent word to the engineer to cool down fast as 
possible.  He had scarcely given the order when he felt the roof being shoved up under his feet.  The watchman then 
arrived on the roof and reported the extent of the damage, and the attention of all was turned to preparations for saving 
life.  In less than three minutes the boat had careened, until her state-rooms on one side were in the water, and the people 
had to crawl up the steep cabin floor to save themselves.  Captain Halliday, his brother, the watchman, and several others, 
clung to the upper cabin guard, and crawling along, opened state-room doors and pulled out all they could, and then let 
ropes down into the cabin and got out the rest.  The clerk, Mr. Frank Buskirk, was asleep in his room on the side that went 
down, and rushing out crawled up the cabin floor to the upper guard, and by some mishap fell over it, and lit in a pile of 
scrap iron, where he found a lady who had fallen over just before him.  The engineer coming along rescued both and set 
them upon a horizontal stanchion.  Captain  Halliday says he had given Frank up for lost until the torch of the Quickstep 
revealed his stalwart form roosting upon the stancheon - the most life-like picture of a ship wrecked mariner that he ever 
saw.  Frank’s eyes are very large usually, but they were unusually large just then.  All he had with him were his night 
clothes and an umbrella.  As soon as the people had been placed upon the Quickstep, the bulkhead near the office was cut 
away and the safe and books recovered.  Luckily some one picked up a pair of pants on the hurricane roof in the pocket of 
which the safe key was found.  How they ever got up there is a mystery.  As soon as the Eckert arrived she began the 
removal of such freight as was in reach and loosened up one engine, but before it could be removed the boat began to 
twist and settle so fast that the Eckert had to get out of the way, and the wreck turned over, broke in two and sunk in deep 
water.  The Howell had a good many boxes of wine, nearly all of which was on the boiler deck forward, and was knocked 
into the river by the snag.  As they floated down the river they were caught by the people along the shore, and the result 
was that nearly every person between the wreck and Caseyville were in very high state of intoxication as the Eckert came 
along.  The pilot wheel and one cask of wine was found on a flatboat near Caseyville.  From the wreck the Eckert got 25 
bxs and 5 casks of wine and some few other packages.  The Howell was insured for $5,000 in the Eureka and $3,000 in the 
Commercial Insurance Companies, and was worth probably 35,000.  Last fall, before she was repaired, Captain Halliday 
refused $12,000 for a one-half interest in her. 
 
IR  Dec. 18, 1873 - EXPLOSION. - The steamer Royal George, Capt. Mat Scovill, hence for Jefferson, when about seventeen 
miles about this point, in Twelve Mile Bayou, at 8 o'clock Friday night, exploded her boiler with terrible effect, killing 
three men outright, wounding seven, and two more are missing, supposed to be killed.  Capt. Chas. McLeary was at the 
wheel, and John Holzner, first engineer, at the shuttle valve when the explosion took place.  Capt. McLeary heard the 
engineer try all three of the water gages about five minutes before the explosion and pumping of water in the boiler.  The 
cause of the explosion will probably forever remain a mystery, as none is known to the officers.  Capt. Mat Scovill was in 
the cabin, and Andy Little, the mate, in the forecastle.  The explosion riddled this part of the boat, and the debris fell to the 
lower deck, taking three officers with it.  As soon as the boat could be landed a search for the killed and wounded 
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commenced, which resulted as stated above.  Capt. Scovill had one of his lower jaws completely shattered and the other 
broken.  The mate, Mr. Andy Little, was burnt, scalded and literally broken to pieces.  Capt. McLeary though badly 
wounded himself, seeing that these officers were in a critical condition, at once manned the skiff and brought them to 
town, arriving here about  eleven o’clock at night.  The mate died as he was taken ashore.  Captain Scovill was carried on 
the steamer Maria Louise and had his wounds dressed by Dr. Snell.  There are serious doubts about his recovery.  Capt. 
McLeary at once got the steamer Clifford to go to work taking along Drs. Fenner and Trezevant.  The boat returned about 
two o'clock yesterday afternoon with the wreck of the Royal George in tow, when the full extent of the casualties were 
made known.  Mr. Ross, the owner of the steamer Lotta and his son were passengers on the boat.  Mr. Ross was blown 
ashore into the bank and killed instantly.  His son was pretty badly scalded.  One of the colored roustabouts was killed 
and another is likely to die.  Two more are slightly injured.  Both engineers and the watchman escaped unhurt.  Mr. 
Gribble, the first clerk, was not on board this trip.  The George was loaded with the Jefferson freight of the steamers Lady 
Lee and Maria Louise, and the loss and damage to it is estimated at $3,000.  The boat was valued at $6,000, and was owned 
by Capt. J. P. Sullivan, who is on a visit to New Orleans after his papers as a steamboat captain, and Captain Scovill was 
filling his place during his absence.  While the cabin of the boat is a complete wreck, the hull does not appear to be 
damaged much.  This is the first explosion that ever happened in this vicinity, and our community is much shocked.  
Captain Scovill is a citizen of this place, and a great deal of sympathy is expressed for him and his young family in this 
hour of great affliction. — Shreveport Times, December 7. 

We publish the above full account of the explosion of the Royal George, because some of the parties mentioned are 
from this county [Lawrence].  Capt. Mat Scovill is well known in this section of the country.   He was here on a visit this 
summer.  George C. Kouns was also on the boat, but was uninjured.  From a private note from Mr. Kouns, we learn that 
Capt. Scovill is improving fast and will be out in a few days. 
 
 


